664544444 $$$$$ÞÞ$Þ $$$4$$$$ : 
Apainſt 
'D {lo y alty : 
FOWER 


SERMONS 


SPREACH®D IN THE TIMESS 
Of the Late Troubles. 


> By BARTEN HOLTDAT D. oE 
Þ Arch-dcacon of Oxford , and Chaplain 
to His late Majeſty CHARLES 
the Firſt, of Bleſſed Memory. 


: 
SSÞYV I 


: —_——— 


OXFORD, 


£ Printed by W. H. for Sam. Pocock. 
I 6 6 1. 


| 


=; | 
| $120+0009000#0050940040099040% | 


© —— 


ee teS SS ASE Ne x$enFenBed® 


SO & DIG 
Ih9$40$4$4970$ 646441404444 
T O 
The Sacred MAJESTY of 


CHARLES the Second 


of England, Scotland, France and Ircland 
King , Defender of the Faith; of Suf- 
fcrings, Innocence and Deliverance the 
Rare Example; and for all Princely 
Vertues above Envy and Imitation. 


ROYALL SIR; 
$$S$IISÞPHS TD wot Reaſon teach, 


RIS that the Foot 1s Inftru- 
Ml to the Head, I 


pe-4 mentall 
TD, Wy ſhould have Fudg'd it 
2097.0 & not Duty but Tatrufion, 

to preſent my Service, 
though moſt Humble, unto Majeſty. But at pre- 


| ſent ſeeing Teale a Miſtaking Peace-breakers 


A 2 I 


THE EPISTLE 
I thought it as Neceſſary, as Seaſonable , to ſet 
forth the nature of Loyalty and Rebellion; the 
one from the Gentleneſſe of Nature and the 
Bleſſing of Unity ; the other from the Arts of 


Darkyeſſe and Subtilly. As Remedies theſe | 


were Imployd in the Late Times, an1 may 
now be made more uſefull, by being made more 
Publique. What Speech can be too Fujt , what 
Diligence. too much in the defence of our Su- 
prere Father and Country? I//as not ſuch the 
Pratiice of the Grezke Oratorr ag1't the In- 
ſidiatiug Macedonian? Was nt ſuch the 
Heat of the Roman Oratovr agatnt the Inſy- 
lence of Marc Antony? Witne(ſe their Im- 
mortall Philippiques, the Defence and Evi- 
dence of their Loyalty ; patterns even to the 
Chrijtian , though of a Higher Inititution ? 


And a Bleſſing, a bleſſing of Peace it were , if 


| 


theſe Endeavours for the Amendment of theſe | 


Times, might prove Chriſtian Philippiques ; 


and , as 8a wiſe Glaſſe refle® ta ſome | 
their deformities ; or as the ſight of a Lacede- | 


monian ſervant defil'd with Wine, which pre- 


ſerv'd the Children from the Defilement, And | 


for 


DEDICATORY. 


for ſuch as had rather be the Sonnes of IWif- 

| dome, then of Bclial, they may purify their Paſ- 

| ſons by their Fudgement, if they will lay aſide 

| Perſwaſions taken up in Ignorance, and uot 
Bluſh to be Amended. 'Twas the remarkable” 
cenſure , upon Objtinate Ignorance, of that 

Great Reporter of our Engliſh Caſes, 

"+ a * Miſerable is bis caſe and 

s. in Caudries Wo2thy Of Pitty , that has 

caſe. been Perſwaded befoze he 

was Inftructed, and now 

pill refuſe to be Jnſiructed , becauſe bee 

will not be Perſwaded. Has zt not been the 
Outcrie of late Zelots, The preſent Goverment 

muſt be Obey? And is not now their Out<crie, 

their Convidion? Doe they Obey , what they 
Profeſſe ſhould be Obeyd? Or , wil! they make 

2 the Royall mercy, by the Increaſe of it,and their 
+ | Abuſe of it,the Increaſe of their Guilt? IVhen 
| they ſhall ſee, what a Prince's Right may Re- 
Eq quire, and what his Gentleneſſe « ready to mi- 
- tigate, in the Ceremenies pradiiſed even in pn. 
, ref Times of the Church (without which Ce- 


remonies the Worſhip it ſclfe might ſoon faite, 
as 


THE EPISTLE 


as the fruit without the coate, though but a pa- 
ring) ſhall they nit acknowledge any remiſſion 
Favour? when the Bounty of our Fore- fathers 
endowd the Church with wealth and Honour, 
ſhall any be ſo unadviſed,as to Rejed the Piety 
and Bounty? ſhall any be more dangerous and 
vain?, then the O14 Roman People, that once 
fell off from their Nobility , for not ſharing 
with them in ſome Honours in that Common- 
wealth? And ſhall they bere in a King1ome 
be Offer d & Deſpiſ'd ? Would they have us be- 
Lieve, they are ſo farre from Pride and Ava- 
rice ? They mujt prove it by better te{timony, 
then their Pretence or AGiions yet have doxe. 
Then God commanded his people under the 
Law to repaire o# the Sabbath to his Publique 
Worſhip, or be cut off from hi People, ſhall a- 
ny under the Goſpe!l dare a Separation , and be 
Innocent? Or, think, the Jew had more reaſon 
to ſerve Gecd, then the Chri/tian? Or, ſhall wee 
under the Liberty an4 Light of the Goſpell 
live in a volumtary obſcurity, as the Old Chri- 
ſtians in a Neceſſary Secrecy, under the Perſe- 
cating Heathen? ſhall any thin! they Imitate 
our 


, 


DEDICATORY. 


our Saviour, that Pretend Truth, but ſeck,Coy= 
ners; after the Mode of Ignorance or Deceitd 
Or ſhall any put out the Sunne, and Light up a 
Gandle? Or,be lead into the way of an Ignis Fa- 
taus? Or, ſpall any believe the Traxſlation of 
Scripture, & not the Tranſlator? The Prophet 
ſaid, The lips of the Prieſt ſhall preſerve ka. 
ledge : and ſhall every one now have an Intereſt 
in the Office? May we uot ſee the Turkith So« 
cinian invading Chriſtianity, in the great D« 
drines of the Glorious Trinity , of the Grace 
and Godhead of Chriſt our Redeemer , of the 
Godhead of the Holy Ghoft our Comforter , of 
the bleſſed Sacraments, the Seals of our Salug- 
1ion, briefly, of all Goverment and ſafety a- 
mongſ/t men ? And is it not then Wiſdome and 
Holineſſe for Princes with Speed and Zeale to 
reforme ſuch Reſormers ? When the Dove wa, 
ſent forih of the Arke, Jhee did returne, till the 
Earth ws in part purified ; when the Raven 
went forth, he returnd but rather Towards the 
Arke then into it, The Dove w.# a clean bird; 
ſhee foun1 mo ret in the F lood : the Raven 
lighted on the outſide of the Arke , and on Car- 
caſſes 


THE EPISTLE &, , 


caſſes floating in the waters, and was icontent 
to ſtay and feed on the carrion. Oh, that all, 
who have fled front the Arke of the Church, 
would witb the Dove, in @ flood of Hereſies, re- 
ture and be taken-in to the Reft,to the Safety 
to the Foy, to the Miraculous Change, and Fuſt 
Thankefulneſſe, under your Majeſties IWiſdome 
and Mercy. Would they but ſee the late Bleſ- 
ſed Parliament, the Parliament of Peace, pur- 
ſuing Peace : Would they but ſee the Generall 
Concord of Your Peopleythe Glory of Your Ver- 
tues; then ſhould there not be found iu the ſame 
breaſt a heart and a heart. But not to make 
Duty a Treſpaſſe, by too Long an Acceſſe, with 
my Prayers for ſuch mens Cbange,and for Tour 
Majeſties Unchangeable Goodneſſe and Pro. 
ſperity, I ſhall ever reſt 


Moſt Gracious Soveraigne, 


Your Majeſtics Old and 
Faithfull SubjeA, 


BARTEN HOLYDAY. 
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caſſes floating in the waters, and was icontent 
to ſtay and feed on the carrion. Oh, that all, 
who have fled from the Arke of the Church, 
would with the Dove, in @ flood of Hereſies, re- 
turne and be taken-in to the Reft,to 'the Safety 
to the Foy, to the Miraculous Change, and Fuſt 
Thankefulne(ſe, under your Majeſties Wiſdome 
and Mercy. Would they but ſee the late Bleſ- 
ſed Parliament, the Parliament of Peace, pur 
ſuing Peace : Would they but ſee the Generall 
Concord of Tour People,the Glory of Tour Ver- 
tues; then ſhould there not be found iu the ſame 
breaſt a beart and a beart. But not to make 
Duty a Treſpaſſe, by too Long an Acceſſe, with 
my Prayers for ſuch mens Chbange,and for Tour 
Majefties Unchangeable Goodneſſe and Pro. 
ſperity, I ſhall ever reſt 


Moft Gracious Soveraigne, 
Your Majcftics Old and 
Faithfull Subje&, 


BARTEN HOLYDAY. 
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Of Obedience, or, The Royall Plea, 3 
2 S There is honour due from the 
creature ta the Creator, fo is 
there like wiſe from the Child to 
the Parent : and ſeeing that Pa- 
rents are God's deputics, we may ſay , that 
the firſt duty is the cauſe of the ſecond. As 
then the Child owes his being unto God 
abſolutely, ſo ſecondly to his Father; and as 
a true glafſe refle&s the face which it re- 
ceiyes : fo the Parent towards God, fothe 
Sonne tawards the Father, is never defti- 
tute whiles not deprav'd, of gratitnde, a re- 
fle&ive goodnefſe. Nor is this true only of 
the naturall Parent , bur alſo of the Civil, 
the Magiſtrate ; and chiefly then of the 
chiefe Magiſtrate , the Prince : a King not 
only being like a Parent , but the firft King 
being a father ; nay , therefore a King , þe- 
cauſe a Father. A lower expoſition of 
which truth, though it were a truth, yet 
were it bur a truth in part, and butan infe+ 
rique truth. To view it then according to 
the propertie, that is, the elevation of this 
place, we muſt underftand and confefſe a 
King to be a Father 3 a Subjc& to be e 
Sonne, and therefore Honour to be by Na+ 
tare moſt due from the naturall Subje& ro 
the naturall King. 
. B 2 All 


4 Of Obedience, or, 


All Dominion of Man over Man is from 
God, and the firſt of all was delivered by 
Generation. Thus Adam had, by the lea- 
ſure of Birth, a poſterity of Subje&s; and as 
in Paradiſe, though he was debarr'd one 
tree, he was allow'd all the reſt : (fo after- 
wards, though paradiſe was not admitted 
him for his Court, he was allow'd all the 
world belides. Then was a Family a King- 
dome, and E|derſhip Royalty, except where 
God for finne prevented the ordinary ſuc- 
ceſſion, as in the ſpeciall caſe of Cain; who. 
happily might have been Abels King, had he 
not been his murderer. He kill'd his Sub- 
je& in reverſion, ſtaining himſelfe not only 
with his Brothers bloud, but alſo with in- 
diſcretion; and probably did not ſurvive his 
Father, who livd above nine hundred 
years. The next derivation of Dominion, 
if notin Time, yet in congruity , was by 
choice. Royalty by Birth was the ſweeteit 
way of Majeſty : a King and a Father com- 
poundcd into one, being of a temper like un- 
to God, Juſtice and Mercy. But a King by 
choyce , even the firſt , though by divine 
choyce, was turn'd into a puniſhment. In. 
deed the people choſe the King, but God 
the Man. They would no longer be con- 
tent with the invitible Monarchy of gue 
an 
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and God diſmis'd them to the palpable do- 
minion of Saul. And though Gods mercy 
made the next choyce, in David, a bleſſing: 
yet by agrearer bleſſing, becauſe a ſurcr, he 
left not Soveraignty to the perilous art of 
Ele&ion, but to the ſafer Innocency of 
Birth. The laſt way, that is the moſt re-. 
mote from purer nature, in deriving Royal- 
ty, is by force, a foraigne force raiſed b 
God's judgement, as in the Aſhrian ane 
Iſrael, which whiles it chaſtiſes the per- 
ſons and deſtroys their vices, comes like a 
Father , though with a rod of Iron. Ter- 
rour there ſometimes is, rather then ruine; 
and whiles not properly ruine , but corre- 
Gion , the mercy that proclaimes a Fa- 
ther, claim:s likewiſe the obedience due to 
a Father, Bchold with diligence and con- 
tent the juftice of this debt ; behold the ſpe- 
ciall moments of Fatherhood in Soveraign- 
ty ; which though a dazling eye may mi- 
ſtake to be glory and pleaſure, a more fixt 
diſcernes to be Care and Danger. Royalty 
is a duty Towards man,though notTo him; 
being a duty only to God , who alone can 
command Kings to command : but unto 
man *tis only a bleſſing flowing from that 
duty. Would you (ce the parts of this bleſ- 
ling, behold the partakers of it ; behold all 
B 3 that 
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that faithfully enjoy ſibjeftion. Owe yee 
your food to the taske of the Husbandman, 
and owe yee not Him to the royall provi- 
dence ? which as truly orders Him , as Hee 
his Acres? whiles it neither permitts him to 
negle& them, nor diminiſh them ? Does the 
Merchant more provide for you the fſoftcft 
rayment, fuch as they weare in Kings hou- 
ſes, then his Soveraigne provides for 
him Safety and Imployment ? What were 
the Indies without a Conrt? The Mer- 
chant indeed is imployd There; but Here 
the Merchandiſe. The Phyfitian cannot pre» 
ſerve the Body, if hee be not preſery'd ; The 
Politique Head is'the Soveraigne Phyſitian 
of the Body Naturall. What were the 
Lawyer, nay the Law, without the Law- 
maker? And ſurely Land of Inheritance 
might without an Earth-qvake be reckon'd 
amongſt our moycable goods , were it not 
for a Supreme guardian. If Children 'were 
without inſtru&ion,might we titly call them 
the ifſue of the body or rather 'the ifſue of 
the mind? and, which 'were News 'to the 
Philoſbpher , adde them to the number of 

the perturbations ? Yet what were their In- 
Rru&ions and all their Rules, withour a ſu- 
preame Rule? And how could their inftru- 
&ers cheriſh lo many tender minds, if a _ 
tender 
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tender mind did not with wiſdome and 
bounty tender chem? Thus -is the Pelican 
ready to empty her own veins to fill her 
young ones ;, as if her life conſiſted not in 
her bloud, but in her Love. Thus then is 
a Parent injoydin a King; the SubjeRs fafc- 
ty being the cffeft of His Danger ; the Sub- 
jeas pleaſure being the work of his Care. 
When Facob in his journey and dreame 
ſaw Angells aſcending .and deſcending sbe- 
tween Heaven and Earth, he ſaid when hee 
awak'd Surely the Lord 3s in this place, and I 
knew 1t:not, Shall any in this World of trou- 
bles have the bleſſing of Peace, a Heaven on 
Earth , and wee not think on it? And 
ſhould:chey not as Facob, who did then c- 
re& a Pillar, and poureoile on it , fhould 
they not raiſc a like thankful monument ot 
Grace and Peace? 

Andas a Father muſt thus be acknow- 
ledged in a King : ſo Nature and Gratitude 
muſt preſent a Sonne ina Subje&; a Sonne 
perf-Red-into a Subje&. Does the Sonne re- 
ccave a Naturall life ? The Subje& enjoys a 
Civill one : that's but the matter , this the 
Forme ; the Father bur prepares; *tis a King 
aouates. Does a Sonne, whiles a Sorne 
much differ from a Servant ? Maintenance 
he receives 3 but injun&ions for the uſe of 
B 4 it 


3 Of Obedience, or, 
it; ſothat it is the matter rather of ſervice 
then choyce. But a Subjett alittle remo- 


| 


ved from his Fathers charge, enjoyes his e-- | 


ſtate as the argument as much of his wiſ- 
dome, as of his ſubjcQion : and ſo is no 
leffe Honoured then Imployed Does the 
Sonne learne Aion from the Father? yet 
all his a&ivity. is but in the Epicycle of a 
Family: whereas a Subje&s motion is in a 
larger Orbe. Docs a Sonne enjoy defence 
by a Father?: the joy can yet but equall 
the defence : which being but like. the petty 
danger, ends rather in Quictnefle , then in 
Triumph. But the proteftion of Subje&s 
being an a& Royall of goodn:ſle, is by the 
danger advanced in Love and Honour. 

Yet is this more then commandment or 
deſert? And is not the firſt part of this duty 
the Prieſt's to teach it? Nay, (hould it not be 
alſo the ioy of a good ſubje& to performe 
the -part of a good ſubje&? And this duty 
chiefely is obedience; a taske for the propor- 
tion, as due by the divine will, from the Sub. 
je& to the King, as by the Divine power 
trom the Angells to God: his owne prero- 
gative lowing from his Selfe-Right of crea- 
ting the world; a Kings prerogative lowing 
trom his derived right & care of preſerving 
the ſubje&. But as ſome of the Angells did 
ſcarce 
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ſcarce ſooner receive, then breake, the Law 
of Obedience: fo ſome men by an vnhappy 
imitation of ſuch Angells, are more ready 
to {lander the weight of their yoke, then to 
beare it; forgetting, that even the moſt caſy 
yoke may gaule onely by the ftrugegling in it. 
Yet ſuch reluQance might peradventure be 
neglefed, it it difturb'd not the ſupreme Re 
venue & Reputation, that being as the bloud, 
this as the ſoule. Without the firſt, there is 
no ſtrength, without the latter, there is no 
life; what is it then, to call a King Defender 
of the faith, if the meanes be withdrawen, 
wherewith he ſhould defend it? A ſon owes 
helpe & honour to his father; &is a fubje& 
lefſe indebted to his King? Hath not God 
himſelfe included the duty of Love wnto 
them both vnder the ſame commandment? 
vnder the fame morall, & therefore vnder 
the ſame perpetuall Law? Or is there any 
whoſe vnderſtandanding is ſo vnnatnrall to 
deny this truth? Ifnot, why ſhould there 
be any whoſe aft:Qions ſhould be ſo vwona- 
tural), as not to obey it? Or ſhall wc inan 
overplus-Charity miſtake our ſelves into a 
perſwaſion, that this duty has not only becn 
Included, but hitherto alſo hidden in the o- 
bedience to a Father? To diſadvantage a 
King then either in Eftate or Honour, is it 
not 
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not plainly unnatural! ? But ſhall any yet 
excced that ſonne of Noab, who though he 
reveaPd, yet never feign'd an infirmity of his 
Father ? Has any difloyally dared to feigne 
thacReligion wavers ? they fouly miſtake; 
as commonly they doe. that are more cun- 
ing in other mens lives then in their owne; 
Tis not Religion wavers, but their Loyalty. 
Has any feard, that the purity of the Go- 
ſpell is in bazar{? Ic is;indeed, when.a pro- 
feſſor of it fhall ſtaine his profeſſion of ic 
with diſobedience. Can ſich blaſphemic a- 
gainft Kings (for fo the Apoſtle calls it , (2 
Per: 2. 10.) be call'd obedience, or rather a 
Tyranny over Kings ? Or (hall we fay , the 
{Heart's a good ſubje&, when the Tongue's 
e'Rebell? 'Obedience was anciently figur*d 
outby the Eare 3 and fo by the Greeks was 
inftruftively called, 5-uxe3, aſubmiſſive at- 
tention; and this.the Laytie eſpecially from 
«their ſcience of Heraldry, may remember 
-ro bee aptly 'implyed in the Helmet of a 
Squire, which i hide-long, as with the care 
ready for his Commander, whoſe armes 
he carried, 'Nor is it only attention, but al- 
fo very conſiderate ; nature having taught, 
that the ſcales of the *cares are to. be re&i- 
fy:d by an even judgement. Burt now obe- 


dicnce ſeems torhave fallen from the carc to 
the 
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the tongue, a member, that does not more 
eahly move, then offend, Yet dors it pro- 
claime, that as every Traitor is a foofe , {o 
2 Traitor in words is a mad- mam; commit- 
Ing what is criminall and Revealing ir. The 
Tongue, eſpecially when it is brought as an 
offering to the Lord, ſhould be'ſeafon'd ac- 
cording to the Leviticall command, (Lev, 
2. 3.) In all thy offrings thou ſhatt offer $alt; 
but many bring either none, or too-mech; 
nay, that which was never commanded, 
onely (alt ; which is very fretting. Befides, 
they turne the ſoftnefſe of rhe rongne into 
the hardnefſfe of the teeth ; and may per- 
ſwade us, that the Philoſophers fpeak with- 
out a figure, when they tell us, that a'man 
has ſom: dog-tecth'in his head. And as of 
the teeth ſome affirme, by way of difference 
from other bones of the body, that mthe 
ſeverall ages of mans life they grow ; wee 
may conclude it to be true, efpecially ofthe 
dog-tceth. But ſhall any one think this 'w 
be obedience', and not account themſelves 
free, till they are fa&ious ? If a Subje& be 
a Sonne, then ought he to be a ſtaffe unto 
his Father, wherewith not ro ſtrike, but ro 
{oſtaine him. Bur ſome would deale with 
Princes, as Adonibezec once did; they would 
cut off their thumbs and great toes, the 


princi- 
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principall firength of the hands and feet; 

that ſo they mighc neither with comelineſſe 
dire& others , nor with ſufficiency ſuſtaine 
Themſclves. But if theſe men would admit 
reaſon, it might in point of Conſcience bee 
demanded, by what authority a private per- 
ſon can extend a -*perſonall corre&ion be- 
yond the perſons and bounds of his owne 
perambulation ? And next may itnot be 
asked, or rather indeed may it be asked at 
all, whoſe pariſhioner a King is? with ſafe- 
ty and Truth it may be anſwered, that the 
charge of ſach inſtru&ion belongs not to 
theſe men, who thus uſurpe the performance 
of it. Royalty is ſtill in its own Peculiar. 
The taske of private perſons towards Kings 
is properly ( if not by ſpeciall appointment) 
not inftrufion but prayer. Before hand 
then to cenſure the heart of a King, which 
is in the hand of God, and ſo unſearcha- 
ble, is by preſumption to make themſelves 
like the Divell, whiles by (pretended) fore- 
knowledge they would make themſelves 
like God, Are we thus bold with private 
mens purpoſes, or would we have others 
ſo bold with ours? How dare then any that 
arc Subjeds (it thus as judges over Princes? 
Even Elthi's confcience could queſtion, 
CJ ob.34-18.) 1s it fir to ſay to a King , thou 


- art 
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art wicked 7 and to Princes, yee are ungodly? 
Indeed, is not this to pull the Diadcm from 
the Head, and weare it upon ſome ſubje& 
part of the body ? This was once done by 
the great Pompey ; but this which he ac- 
counted glory, was by others accounted 
treaſon, Might not ſuch remember the ter- 
rour of a King, in the Majeſty of the Lyon: 
which of all creatures has the ſharpeſt teeth 
and the firmeſt, nay, and the firmeſt hearc 
too? more eſpecially might not ſome- re. 
member the Lion rampant , by which ſome 
Majeſty is eſpecially expre(s'd; in which po- 
ſture that vi&orious creature is ſaid to poſ- 
- (efle his vigour, being ere& with mouth o- 
pen, and clawes extended, as ready to teare 
the prey ; preſenting thus not only terrour 
but conqueſt. They might remember, thar, 
not only the Lion rampant , but rampant 
guardant, not only courage bat alſo watch- 
fulnefſe ; not only theſe, but alſo the horne, 
the ſtrength of the Unicorne, are the ſup- 
porters and guardians of ſuch united Maje- 
ſtic. Burt belike theſe men venture to deale 
with their Soveraigne, as grofle finners deal 
with God, whoſe mercy indeed is over all 
his works; and (hall their works be there- 
fore the worſe, and deſerve no mercy ? ſhall 
they ſtrive to be as rranſcendent in their fin 
as 
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as heis in his forgivencſſe ? ſurely they can- 
' not but remember, that though the roſe a 
royall flower , be of dainty touch, yet if 


| 


| 
| 


touch'd rudely, it is deepely felt , but with | 


more ſpeed then eaſe. The Thiftle too, a 
royall lower, though it has its downy top, 
yet it wants not its defenſive prickles ; and 
God grant, that this our royall Carduus 
may be for ever Benedidus. And would 
they would take notice of the vertues of 
this blefſed Thiftle, which is ſo ſoveraigne 
a medicine againft the giddinefſe of the 
braine : *tis this will ſettle it, and make it as 
quiet, as if it weremortified. This it is, 
that makes a good memory; ſo that if a 
man forget his duty, this will prevent and 
ſupply the Rudy or a ſtatute-book. This is 
it, that reſtores hearing; If the eare be 
grown dull to heare its duty, this will fave 
the art and whiſper of a cane of cranke. This 
is excellent againſt a Canker ; Malice it (clfe 
cannot 'rehft the power of its charity, If 


the body be ſwollen with the treaſon of 


poyſon, this ſhall abate it to ſafety; nay, had 
one fwallow'd an adder ( unlefſe we ſhall 
diſcredit the Phyfitian) this ſhall diſpoſſeſſe 
him, and without the authority of an Exor- 
ciſme. They might remember the power, 
the vigour of Majeſty in the Eagle, __ 
caſts 
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caſts his bill, bat renewes his age. And if 
they be at laſt ſtruck into a wiſe feare of 
Majeſty, let them be likewiſe ſtruck into as 


| juſta ſhame with goodnefſe, which ſo un- 


worthily is abus'd. Shall a royall vigilance 
endeavouring on all occaſions, ſo prudently 
to moderate mens affe&ions, be made a rea- 
ſon of any mans unreaſonable jealouſy? *Tis 
an unnatural] paradoxe in the do&rine of 
cauſcs, that evill ſhould proceed from good- 
nefſe ; that the gracious ations of a Prince 
ſhould beget ungracious conftrufions! 'Tis 
an efſay to treaſon to 'talke inquilitively of 
Royall affaires; much more to talke ill ; and 
s itnot a cowardly injuſtice, to ſpeak ill 
behind one's back; nay, and of him , that 
does us good? But is it not the very _ 
nity of Treaſon, to lay the calamity of a 
people upon a Prince ? as if all the diſcaſes 
of the body begunne in the Head £ Marcus 
Antoninus was of the Roman Emperours the 
beft : His Times, if we meaſure them by 
Warres, Earthquakes, Inundations, Plagues, 
Dearths, the worſt ; there being in his time 
almoſt nothing wanting cither to be expreſ- 
ſed, or conceiv*d (it is the teſtimony of 4u- 
relics Vittor ) quo ſummis angoribus atteri 
mortales ſolemt ; with whoſe extreme vexa- 
tions Mankind ufes to be worne-out. x 
what 
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what is the judgement of *that Hiſtoria, 
upon thoſe evills ? Does he contrive them 
into an argument apainft Ceſar ? No, but 
to the ſhame of too many Chriſtians , 
he tells us, that but for the Emperour , the 
Empire had ſunke. And ſurely to his own 


honour, whiles to the Princes he faies of * 


him, that he was Arumny publicis quaſi de- 
fenſor objeQus ; ſo that he makes him the 
Shcild of his people; or, as an atonemenc 
berween his people and the divine judge- 
ment. Shall a Heathen thus plead like a 
Sonne by the vertue of Nature, and ſhall 
Chriſtians become ungracious, whiles un- 
naturall ? Even the Stagirzte could ſay , Hee: 
that doubts, whether or no he ſhould Ho- 
nour his Parents, wants not reaſon, bur pu- 
niſhment. And as Nature teaches us this 
honour to bedue, ſo God teaches che 
waight of this honour , the word is TQ5 
which implies a weighty glory. And it is 
but ſutable to the weight of glory , &«e©- 

$8Ens , ſpoken of by Saint Paul( 2 Cor. 4. 

17.) the reward of ſuch daty. Aptly then 

does Saint Peter (Epiſt, 2. 2. 10. ) call Ma- 

giftrates HbZas Dignitics, or glories, and ec- 
vill ſpeeches againſt them, Blaſphemies. The 
Apoftles words are, Sitas © Tein GAa- 


epuuirres. Revercnce then is due in "co 
are 


Vs 
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fturezin Speech,in Obedience,in ſuſtentation. 
The KA abbines ſubtilly diſtinguiſh between 
our duty to God, and to ovr Parents, up- 
on occaſion of that in the Proverbs ( chap. 
3- v.4.) Honour the I ord with thy Subſtance. 
The Lord, ſay they, is to be honourd "they 


La. man with an offering) if thou have ſome- 


thing ; but thy parents, ſay they , though 
thou haſt nothing ; for then thou mult 
begge for them. How unnaturall then were 
the Times of Henry the Third ? whercin 
that wiſe, yet unhappie Prince , was com- 
pelled to difſolve his Royall Family ; and 
as Paris a Monke of thoſe days fays , Cum 
Abbatibus & Pricribus ſatis humiliter hoſpi- 
tia qnefivit & prandia. An unhapry Prince, 
but more unhaypy SubjeRs ( ſhall we call 
them (o ) that made him ſo? Even Sexeca, 
though a Heathen could proclaime it, the 
happinefTe of Children , to be able by good 
turnes, to overcome their Parems ; Felices 
qui vicerint, felices qui vincentur, ſaies hee, 
And does nor the Storke, a« Saint Ambroſe 
laies, cover his Parents with his f-athers, 
when age has deveſted them of their own? 
as if he would raiſe them to a new fight? 
And does he not bring them food to their 
neſt? nay to their mouth? Where then (hall 
appear< ſuch unnaturall Sonnes, ſuch unna- 
| C torall 


18 Of Obedience, or, 


turall 5vH32As, that dare caſt an evill eye 
upon their Father ? Their ſuperlative Fa- 
ther ? Sch a Sonne, ſaies S, Ferom, deſerves 
blindnefſe ; it may be added in another ſenſe, 
He is blind before he does ſo, that does ſo. 
To firihs one's Father, was death by the 
Law. (Ex51.21. 15.) To Curſe one's Fa- 
ther, was death by the Law ( Levit. 20. g.) 
To be 4iſvbedient and {tr-bborne to one's Fa- 
ther, was death by the Law. (Deutr. 21. 18, 
21.) To ſetlight by one's Father, was pu- 
niſh*d with a heavy Curſe ,and all the peo+ 
ple were to crie, Amen. (Deuty.27.16.)That 


was the Truth and the Burthen of the 
Curſe ! Heavy, by the Generlity of it ; Juſt - 


by the Command ! The Law then for the 
Sonne and SubjeR being the ſame ; the du- 
ty for both being the ſame ; the curſe for 
both being the ſame ; where is Love ? 
where is Feare? where is Wiſdome ? where 


is Grace? where is Nature? Are they not all | 


fled from a rebellious breaſt? Are they net 
fled as farre, as the Rebell might doe, if he 
conlider'd his guilt ? 

Or is Sedition yet fo confident, as to in- 
creaſe its confidence? and thinks to diſ- 
guiſe it with a Helmet on the head of it? 
The Church tells us of the noble Armie of 
Martyrs, which praiſe God; but that Army 


_—_ 


was Yartyrd; and that Army never took up | 
Armes. | 


| 


| 
i 
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Armes. Indeed, had zeale anciently armed 
it ſelfe againſt Soveraignty , we had never 
heard of a Calendar of Saints. But whatat 
this day would this new zeale reforme ? 
would it chaſtiſe the Creed, and condemne 
to Hell the Do&rine of our Saviour's De« 
ſcent into it ? Let them take heed, leaft they 
follow him thither, but without a triumph, 
yet if to deſcend thither, be but to be buri- 
ed, then have they beftow'd a faire Monus 
meni on their own fore-fathers, profefſing 
them to have deſcended into Hell , and that 
it is their own hope (if juſtice alter not the 
caſc) to goe thither after them, Bur why is 
this anger againſt the Creed ? Is it becauſe 
in our Saviours death all was finiſhed ? and 
therefore after his death no need of a tri«- 
umph? Admit all to a Redemption was 
perform'd ; was therefore a trizmph over 
hell unneceffary ? In his death all was fini- 
ſhed ; yet after his death a r:(urre&ion alſo 
was not unneceffary ; an Aſcenſion alſo was 
not unneceffary; and how is then a triumph 
over hell unneceſſary 2 The Enimy is flaine 
in the field, yet a triumph is not unnecefſa- 
ry, but juſt and wiſe. The ancient fathers 
neereſt the Apoſtolicall times left us this do- 
Arine, as agrecable to Scripture ; and ſhall 
we believe the children of theſe times , ra- 
| C 2 ther 
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ther then the Fathers of thoſe times ? Or 
becanſe hell ſomerimes ſignifies the grave, 
therefore hecre? "Tis a looſe Logique , that | 
wauld have ſuch a concluſjon. But what | 
elſe at this day would new zeale rcforme? 
Would ſome as unwillingly bend the knee 
at the ſweet name of eſs, as at the ſacred 
name of th: Lord's Annointed, their annoin=- 
ted Soveraigne ? T he Name is the Remem- 
brance of Adoration, not the Obje&; a 
Name for the remembrance of his h-milia- 
tion for us; for whom he did not abhorre 
the Virgins wombe ; and for his humiliati- 
on even to the death of the croſſe this name 
was advanc'd to advance his glory, And 
ſure'y in an evill houre ſhould any in theſe 
times ſeck toabolich in any way the divine 
wor'bip of our Saviour , when as th: S9ci- 
ian would aboli-h his divine Nature. Let 
bo man ſcruple then to bow the knee to 
him, who bow'd the head for us, and gave 
up the Ghoſt. Or is it the purity of a | in- 
nen veſture, which ſome ſo feare would de- 
file the puricy of the Prieft ? Surely in the 
fgure and innocency of that drefle, Saint 
F «bn under the times of the Goſpell did in 
revelation behold the Sonne of God. And 
by what riddl: of change ſhall that Priefily 
velture which was re'atively holy in the Ma- 
ſter 
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ſer, become offenſive in the ſervant ? Or, 
Is it a Cope , Which ſome fear , would diffi- 
gure the Chriſtian Humility with Levitical 
pompe ? Yet the wiſe , the devout Conjtan- 
tine thus did drefle the Prietts of the Lord, 
to preſerve in the ſervant the honour of the 
Maſter ; to preferve the Worthippers of the 
trae God, from the jeering eye of the Wor- 
ſhippers of the falſe Gods;in brief , thus con- 
gruoufly to exprefſe ro God their beſt 
thanks in his belt gifts both inward and out- 
ward, Or, isitan Altar, that is become 
ſo conſpicuous an eye-ſoar ? Or, the bowing 
at it, which raiſes ſuch indignation? Or , a 
Rail, which makes this ſeraration ? Alas! 
and wherefore not an Altar? Shall we fcar 
or corret the languague of the firſt 
Chriſtian Church ? And what more fre- 
quent in the ancient Fathers , then th: 
name applied to the Holy Table ? Did 
not the ancient Chriftians bow downe be- 
fore ic? Nay, Jeven the Biſhop , did he not 
kifſe ic, the Royal, the myſtical , the Domi- 
nical, the Divia: Table , or Altar , as the Fa- 
thers call it? Does not our humility then 
juſtly exprefſe ir felt at the holy Table to 
the Lord of the Table? There ler us call on 
the name of the Lord , who there eſpecially 
waits tor us to reccive our prayers, that we 
C3 may 
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may receive his eſpecial bleſſings. Is not our 
ſervice there an Euchariſt ? And is not ſuch 
our Thankſgiving a Sacrifice, (as the Pſal- 
iſt call it ) ? Behold then an Evangelical 
Sacrifice, and an Evangelical Altar. Where 
is then the fear of Tranſubſtantiation in a 
Church, that without change condemnes 
ſuch change ? And as the Bread and Wine 
are ſepearatcd from common uſe, ſo for it's 
proportion may not the Table too? Though 
capable it be nor of Inherent holinefſe, yet 
it is of relative; in vain elſe had Moſes and 
Foſhua been commanded to pur off their 
ſhoes. And if the ground were holy for the 
preſence of the Lord; is not this truly?Is not 
this reaſonably? A rail then maſt be granted, 
or a chancel denicd ; for what 's chancel 
( caxcell; ) but a rail ? This is the Engliſh, 
of the word ; and from the ancient and con- 
ſtant ſituation of the rail, the place has in 
all ages and places had the name. Sceing then 
they allow a chancell , can they deny a rail ? 
For then by the like reaſon , wee might 
argue againſt them ; by faying they are Men, 
and yet by faying more, that they are un- 
r-aſonable creatures, Or , is ita ſuppoſed 
prophanation of the Lord's day , that makes 
ſome ready to prophane Soveraignty ? Is it 
becauſe the Royal devotion has by an en- 

| creaſe 
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creaſe of devotion, denied all publique car- 
riage on that day? Nay,all recreation till the 
evening of that day? To all that are recu- 
ſants of our holy rites ? To all that are not 
attendants of our holy rites , both ar the 
morning and evening-off'ring ? Will they 
make up their reckoning by the truth of 
Arithmetique ? Are there not twelve hours 
in the day,and is not the nineth thchower of 
prayer ? Be that employd then on the ſoul,$% 
another left for the body's repaſt , wat re- 
mains there for recreation , but the few 
minutes of an hower ? But what does this 
concerne theſe men , who too often either 
deſpifing , or negle&ing publique devotions, 
need not make recreation their fear , it be- 
ing no part of their allowance. And for the 
kinds of ſuch refreſhment , ſhall they in rea- 
ſon be defin'd by phancy or authority ? And 
where is then this ontcry of prophanation ? 
"Tis a fad irreverence , without due confi- 
deration to look upon the a&ions of Princes 
with a prejudicial eye ! And are there not 
other Fathers alſo ,, the Biſhops of ſouls , 
whoſe prelacy, through the pride of diſobe- 
dient Sonnes , makes Envy maske it ſelf with 
an Humilicy ? Or , are there any Fathers , to 
whom honour is not due ? Or, may nor the 
morality of this Law, in effe& iniitle them 

GC 4 to 
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toa prelacy? For, what is prelacy , but the 
honour of this honour? And what is this 
honour , but the eminency of providence, 
acknowledg'd by dury , acknowledg'd by 
love ? Witneſle the Rately Cathedrals and 
Palaces founded by the devotion of our 
toretathers; after Gods honour to the ho- 
nour of their (olemne devotions and conſe- 


crated Perſons ? It were a matter of more 


trouble, then neceſſity , to repeat in this 
quarrel, what has be:n alleadg'd by the wor- 
thies of our Church. I nzed only adde,that 
ſingular atteſtation of Clemens the Koman 
Bithop and Martyr , who was as neer the A- 
poſtles in Holineſſe, as in time, or , as Ruff- 
1s calls him, pene Apoſiclus. Even then 
great contention happening among the Chri- 
ſtian Corinthians about prelacy , hee tells 
ih:mn anEpiltle,he then writte unto them, 
that the Apoſtles knowing by our Lord Fe- 
Jus Chriſt, 371 Ters pau £77 9% 016m © Ths 
'EmoxoTnys , that contention would ariſe a- 

bour the title of Epiſcopacy , did therefore 

themſelves , being endued with perfeCt fore- 

knowledge, ordain Biſhops in their life time, 
And for the reprehenfions he there beſtows 

on thote ſtickling Corinthians , I leave ſuch 

 gainſayers to a ſecret bluſh and amendment 
at the reading of them. We may only ſigh 

| Out 
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out with him, what he addes, your Schiſme 
perverts many , deje&ts many , makes many 
doubtful , all ſorrowful , za? imiyor& vauay 
isiy n «ns, and your ſedition ceaſes not. 
Shall we cal] him Saint, or Prophet Clemens? 
Nor is this authority liable to the ſuſpicion 
of Roman art 3 the Copy comes from the 
affliked innocence of the Greek Church , 
and from the learned and right worthy In- 
duſtry of a Loyal Scot. But if this queſtion 
ſhall be decided rather by experience, then 
by book , where were Diſcipline without 
Prelacy ? Covld a feeble Presbytery,thongh 
perchance ſwelling enough, corre& a weal- 
thy, a potent offender ? Perchance a Land- 
Lord , or a Patrone ? We might as ſoon fell 
an Oake with a pen-knite. Nay, who thonld 
exclude him from an Intereſt, and ſo unhap- 


Ppily a more unavoidable ſway in Presbyte- 


rial determinations ? ls there yet any more 
ſcruple to diſturbe peace ? And by private 
doubts , ta make publique ditferences ? A 
moderating there is of the differences a- 
bout the counſails of the Lord and Man's 
en] : ſhall this make ſome Immoderate ? A 
necefſary monition it is in the quarrels of 
Religion, thar if the mind can not attain to 
ſo much ſubtilcy, as to reſolve it (elf,it much 
(ecke to attain ſo much wiſdome , as to tem- 
per 
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per it (lf. But in this particular, a reſtraint 
there is not of the Do&rine, but of the In- 
terpreters , to preſerve it from inconfiderate 
or unlearned interpretation. Thus licence is 
taken away 3 thus liberty , thus truth re- 
mains. And has not the Church in former 
times been driven to the ſame courſe in the 
ſame cauſe ? Did not King Charles, the Se- 
cond,of France , about cight hundred years 
fince , interpoſc his authority , when from 
the caſe of Godſcalk , the like contention 
aroſe between the great Prelates of Rhemes 
and Lions? And would not the Roman pro- 
vidence now rejoyce in a ſertled peace be- 
tween the Dominicans and his Feſuits ? And 
as authority , ſo has not the penne amongfRt 
them ( witneſle the curious labours of Ar- 
riba , Pennot , Dola , and others ) endea- 
vourd a compoſition , though peradventore 
with more ſubtilty, then ſuccefſe ? But the 
wiſcſt rule in deciding controverſies , is it 


not to order them by the Scriptures ex- | 


pounded by the moſt Orthodoxe of the Fa- 
thers ; and new doubts by new Concells, as 
we may lcarn trom the late Inftru&ions of 
the prudent pen of our moſt Reverend pri- 
mate eminent as well for promoting unaml- 


mity, as learning ? Surely to think , that the , 


Divine wiſdome wauld leave the Church 
without 


' 
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without a Guide, is to make the Divine wiſ- 
dome inferiovr to humane, & ſeems too neer 
either to Schiſme or folly ; whiles it would 
make the Church ſabje& ro as many opi- 
nions , as Perſons. Wiſdome then teaches 
man, that to fight a batrel in the darke , or 
on a plot of ground not we'l cxamin'd , is 
never wiſe,and probably unhappy. Yet ſuch 
in this obſcurity and warrefare has been the 
unhappinefſe of too many , who not 
throoghly vers'd in this doubt have igno- 
ranty , or deſperatly raiſd ſtrange conclu- 
fions. If then a reſtraint be pur upon ſuch 
exorbitant danger, is it to deny truth , or 
rather to preſerve it ; whiles it leaves Inſtru- 
fon, _ ſo Inſtruters , tothe ſobriety of 
the ſettled article and rule of our Church ? 
But peradventure an unwillingneſle it is, and 
a pretended emptinefſe of purſe ( next in 
value, with many , after the ſoul) that fills 
ſome unhappily with undutiful repinings. If 
ſuch there be, I would only rcmember them 
in love and prevention, with the Doftrine 
of the Jews , and the example of the Gree 
cians , both very remarkcable. The Fewiſh 
Lawicrs reach us,that their laytie , what in 
their Offrings to God , the Prieſt, and the 
poor, paid of their yearly cſtate a full fixt 
part ; that by their payment , one would nor 
take 


23 Of Obedience, or, 


take them to be Fewes, And, for the Gre- 
cians, let Conflantinople be a witnefſe,where, 
by a cloſe-handednefſe in an inftant warre, 
the Inhabitants confound:d their Empire 
and themſelves ; The enimy and deftrufion 
- plainly acknowledging , that a {mall part of 


the ſpoile , it ſeaſonably employ:d , might, - 


have preſerv'd it from (; oile. Or , doe any 
warrant them(clves , by a greai mil'ake of 
that great rule 9 Salus populi lex ſr prema : 
The ſafety of the peo; le is the Aimc cf all 
Law # For, it by the people they intend the 
Body Politique , and fo a Body not without 
a Head, we grant it to be as true , as ancient. 
But if it ſha'l ſignify the people as diftin- 
g 1iſhed from the Prince, though they take it 
tor a truth in Democracy , where all are 
people, they muſt know , that, in a Monar- 
chy, it is bat Treaſon. In Monarchy then 
we mult take leave to expound it according 
to onr Saviour's rule , Bee ye wile as Scr- 
pents, and harmeleſſe as Doves. Let them 
remember themſelves , that they be like 
Doves, without Gall ; and we will remem- 
ber them how they {hall be like Serpents;not 
in venome,but in wiſdome, Now of all the 
Eminencies of the Serpents wiſdome , the 
chief is in the preſcrvation of his Head ; 
which in caſe of danger , he wrappes about 
with 


— 
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with the many fouldings of this Body. In- 
deed, can the Body live without the Head? 
Thus then on Gods name let them as well 
remember as obje&, Salus populi , and then 
bee, as they thus thould be , Serpents. But 
for the members of the Body, to riſe againſt 
the Head, is it not unnatura[ll? is it not 
frenſie ? Nature teaches them to be ordered 
by the Head: and is it not tfie way of con- 
fiafion , to diſturbe that, by which they 
ſhould be ordered ? But thus it is , when e- 
very one will be his own King ; for, what 
is it elſe, when every one w':ll rule. It has 
been the queſtion of ſome curious wires, 
whether in the World there are more Heads 
or Feer. For the firſt, Land and Sea w ll 
plead; the waters yeeclding ſuch a multitude 
of heads, and ſcarſe a nuwber of feet. For 
the ſecond, the I.and pleads by a double 
number of tee for heads ; nay , we my ſay, 
innumerable f:et for heads, it we call to wit- 
nefſe, the fly, the Emmet, and ſuch minures 
of the Creation. In which doubt if any de- 
fire rcfolution, I think it not ro be examin?d 
by the praQtice of nature, that is, experi- 
ence, which in this point admits not a ſure 
ſcrutiny ; but by the wi{dome of nature, 
which by a quicker way of reaſon,may thus 
inſtruk us; that as there are many cffefts 
for 
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for one cauſe, and more inſtruments of exe- 
cution, then of dire&ion; ſo ſurely are there 
more feet then hcads. Let then the Mem- 
bers be content with their (it ation , with 
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their duty , with thcir ſatery 4 and ler their | 
vmon be for the ſafety of the head for the | 
honour of the Hzad 3 without which their | 


own ſafety cannot be. 
Whence is it then thar any Sonne of Ne- 


bat dares make Iſracl{ 1mm: againft the God 
and King of Tſrael. Is it nat from the great 
finne of pride , that would advance it (elfe? 
that makes men look more upon their ap- 
petite, then their duty ? Burt let them re- 


member, that though the Hill may yield the | 


more proſpe@, yet tis the Vallie yeelds the 
more fruit. Let them remember that infe- 
riours {hould wich mod:ſy and diligence 
attend their own charge; the ſtate of th:m- 
(elves is but in part committed to them, the 
ſtate of a Kingdume is not committed to 


them; And as itis no part of their charge, 


oit ſhall b& no part of their account. . Let 
them remember the breach. of Iſrael, which 
did firſt wilfully depart from their Sove- 
xaigne; and afterwards unwillingly , whiles 
perforce, from their Country : and that af- 
terwardsin two hundred years, they had 
both many more and worſe Kin:s, then 


—_ 
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Fudab had ; and were at laſt ſeaz'd on þ 
th: divine judgement; to others inftru&ion, 
but their own Ruine. Let them remember 
the blciling of LInity; and under God in 
his work and glory, our late renowned 
Peace-maker fames the great, Whom God 
then has joyn'c , It no man pur aſander: 
whom God has joynd into one Nation, let 
neither forraign: envy , nor homebred ma« 
lignity , pot aſundzr. Unity is a precious 
diamond , whoſe graines as they double, 
twice double i: their vale : ſo that by the 
quick art of the jeweller, thongh a {parke 
of one graine, be worth but {te crownes, 
ſo many pounds is bt the value of two 
graines in the ſame ſtone; ſuch is the fruit- 
full Arithmetique of Unity. Let them re- 
member former Times, and ſtates, eſpecial- 
ly the ſmaller, and they ſhall conftantly 
find that by diviftion, they have been dimi- 
niſhed . if not deftroyed; and at the laft, 
made but the Appurtenances of Empires; 
and more uſually draind , thef? defended. 
What were the Greekes, though once they 
flouriſhed in Wealth and Wit © Though 
they withſtood the Perſians Inſolence , yet 
were they ſubdued by the Roman Wiſdome, 
and quite enſlaved by the Turkiſh Fury. Bur 
were 


32 Of Obedience, or, 


were they not divided, before 'they were | 
deſtroyed? Did not their Diftra&ions unite 
their enimies to Art and Vifory? Ler them 
remember the defigne of Unicy in the Con- 
veniency of def:nce. Let the Roman Pro- | 
vinces be a witneſſe ; which though at firſt 
they did a little ſtruggle for miſtaken Liber- 
ty, yet did not uſually their ſubje&ion be- 
come their purchaſe? Feare was before ſtill 
at the doorc; and afterwards Safety ; their 
terrour, a Potent enimy , by a rare felicicy, 
being turnd to their defence. Let them re- 
member the bleflings of our Canaan; would 
they ſee Solomon's days, in his Peace, in his | 
Wiſdome ? can they behold it more emi- | 
nently, then in his Temple and his Fleete? 
And may they not ſzc here high degrees of 
ſuch Devotion and Wiſdome, for God's glo- 
ry, and our Country's ſafety? Andis it not 
the firſt, if not the greateſt A& of Wiſdome 
to preſerve it ſelf: ? Let no Sonne then be- | 
come ſo unwiſe, ſo unhallowed , (0 unnatu- 
rall, as ro At up the hand againſt his Fa- 
ther. When Kings are likened unto God, is 
it not occaſionally as well for their juſtice, 
as for their mercy? They beare not the 
Sword in vainz. Andif God's wrath, as his 
mercy; ſhould be a patterne for Kings , had | 


not all need to remember, with what exal- 
tation 
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» | tation of phraſe the Almighty has expreſsd 


the exaltation of his wrath , If I whet my 
glittering Sword, 'and. my hand take hold 
on Judgement, 1 will render vengeance to 
my adverſaries., and will reward them that 
hate mee. I will make -my arrows drank 
with blood , and my Sword fhall devoure 
fleſh? But Oh, let the ſofimeſſe of nature, 
the juſtice of Duty, the Promiſe of this 
Commandement, ( which is the firſt Com- 
mandement : with promiſe ; ( Epheſ. 6. 2. ) 
bend the heart and knee of every Tſraelite 
unto their Lord , their Soveraigne Lord, 
their Soveraigne Father ; That ſo they may 
enjoy the Commandement in the Promiſe, 
by living long in the Land, which the. Lord 
their God has given them, And lt the An- 
nointed of the Lord, the Father of our I/- 
rael, march with the thouſands of his peo- 
ple, and with the prote&ion of our God, 
Let him be clad with the- whole armour of 
God. Let his Loines be gict abour with 
| Truth, having on the breaſt-plate of Righ- 
{ Tteouſnefſe; Let his feet be thod with the pre- 
paration of the Ghoſpell of peace, Lect him 
take the (hicld ofFaith,wherewith to quench 
| all the fiery darts of the wicked.Let him take 
e Helmet of Salvation , and the Sword 


| 
| of God's Spirit. Let him march clad with 
D the 
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the prayers of his People; and let all his eni- 
mics periſh, O Lord. But let thine Annoin- 
ted returne in Safety, in Peace,in Honour, to 
che Honour of thy Name, and the Peace of 
this thy Iſrael, Amen, Amen. 
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| Endeavouring to keep the | 
Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace. 
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| O Times have, more then Theſe, 

| Pretended the Unity of the Spi- 
| ric; ro Times have more then 
theſe violated the unity of the 

Spicit, Which Spirit as on this day vouch- 
ſafing to Jeſcend to us, we may ho the fi- 
cure and neernefſe not unhappily under- 
itan« it, and moſt happily keep it. We may 
by the Art of this daics Miracle ſee this 
Soirit, though a Spirit; the vertue ot it, 
whiles the reſemblance of itz; A Refem- 
blance not preſented to the miſtake of Sleep 
or Phankie, but to the Inquiſition and Loy- 
alty of the Fye. Was not the Unity of the 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace , when this bleſ- 
ſed Spirit.did abide in the Society of the A- 
poſtles? And may not ſuch a bleſſing win 
us to an endeavour, and ſuch an Endeavour 
adyantage us to keep ſuch a Bleſſing ? That 
thzrefore we may perfe& This Taske, and 
by this Oar ſelves, we may with as much 
Hope as Delire , of ſucceiſe, behold this 
Unity, ab:tter then that of the Soule and 
body, a Uniry of Spirits, the Spirits of Men 
united by the Spirit of God. We may be- 
hold this Spirit 3 waich, though it informes 
not the Body, informes the Soulc , not by 


Nature but by Holinefſe. We may behold 
DF 3 this 
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this Peace, whoſe perfeftion paſſes all un- 


derftanding : whoſe comfort yet is in part | 
apprehended by the Senfc, Wee may bchold 


this Bod , which docs not Gird , though 
Encompalle us ; nay , whiles it Binds us, 
gives us per{e& Freedome. We may behold 
the blefing of keepirg this blefling : both 

cing rcceiv'd from the Love and Inftrudi- 
on of this Spirit. We may laſtly behold this 
Endeavour, a greater Wiſdome then a La- 
bour, and be allwaics found cither Rejoy- 
cing or Endeavouring to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace, 

The Higheſt Unity is Gods property; Infe- 
rionr Unity is his work;a work of wiſdome 
being al[nity in a Multitude;a work of good, 
neſfe, being the preſervation of a Multitude. 
Which bleſſing yer is more frequently found 
in the inferiour creatures, then in Man; 
through the defe&ion of the Will from the 
Underſtanding , as afterwards through the 
defeRion of both from God. Which degree 
of Diſunion being once made, Unity, which 
ſhould have been a comfort to man, became 
his Taske ; ſo that now he muſt endeavour 
to be whar he ſhould be and what he was, 
at Unity as a Creature with the Creator 
and with the Creatures. In which worke 
he may Learne Unity from the ar 
they 
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they bcing unto him alwaics inſtru&ion and 


' ſometimes ſhame, ſo wiſely preſerving them= 


ſ:lves into flocks and heards, as if they 
would advance the Unity of Inftin{t above 
the Unity of Reaſon. He may learne it from 
the Body; whoſe ſeverall parts unite and 
ſubmit their ſervices to the Safety and Ma- 
jeſty of the Head. He may learne it from the 
firſt integrity and Abilities of his own Soul: 
whoſe feverall powers of Motion, Senſe, Ap- 
petite and Will, were ſo united in their obes 
dience to Reaſon , that they ſcem'd to im- 
prove themſelves, from the ſervants, into the 
Aſſociats of it. To attain which Unity , as 
it is Happineſſe, ſo ro Delire it, is Wiſdome, 
the way to Happineffe. And to attaine it, 
Nature raiſes Families, Families Citties, Cit- 
ties Kingdomes;as Faith ere&s the Church, 
and all theſe make up the World. Take U- 
nity then out of the World, and it diffolves 
into a Chas , in which Nature it fſelfe can 
not find ir (c]te , whiles it can find neither 
End nor Way. Yet even this Chass wiil be 
worſe then the firſt ; there being in that the 
materialls of a World , but in this the Ru- 
ines; That was God's worke. but This 


| Man's. Take Uniry out of the Church , and 


Religion becomes Schiſme, excluding Love, 
and ſo leaving the Deity withour a Sacrihce; 


. IF 
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which ſince mans creation being relatives, | 


as they can not be divided without the in- 
Jury of the Spirit, ſo can they not be join'd 


without the [Unity of it. Take Unity out of | 


L 
[ 


1 


a Kingdome , and it remains a Body ra- 


ther large, then ſound ; nay , which ſome- 
tim:s falls into ſuch a diſcas'd ſtate , that the 
unwilling & Soveraigne cure, as the Chymi- 
ques preſcribe is a mummy made of its own 
tainted bload. Take Unity ont of a'City, 
and it is ſponer conquerd, then beſceg'd,the 
(ureſt and firſt triumph being not over the 
walls, but the men, Tis diſcord makes the 
Battery, the Canon. but reports it ; and eali- 


ly muſt they fall by an Enemy,that fall with- | 


out him. Take Unity out of a Family , and 
Divorce ſoon enters ; which is the unhappy 
palſy of marriadge , deading the one fide, 
and grieving the other. . Unity then is that, 
which ſhould be kept : yer as we muſt keep 
it, fo we muſt not miftake ic, the only [Unity 


which we muſt keep, being the only Unity, | 


the Unity of the Spirit. 

There is a Spirit that rules in the aire : 
but this Spirit is but an unruly one, onely 
working an unhappy Obedience in the Chil- 
dren of Diſobedience. And ſometimes it ſo 
works , that it may rather ſceme Fleth then 
Sprrit , ſwelling man into a tympany of Am- 
bicion; 


' 
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bition 3 which at liſt diſcovers it (elf to be 
not fruitfulnefſe , but diſeaſe. Sometimes it 
works by ſuch potent ſuggeſtions, that, as 
if it diſdaign'd to informe a fingle natural 
body, it dares venter to animate a People, a 
whole body politique , unnaturally ſtriving 
to make it an unnataral body,a body either 
without a head, or weary of ir. Sometimes 
This Spirit works moſt potently by pofſc(- 
ſion , as it dealt with the madman in the 
Goſpel, that toar off his clothes and lay a- 
mongſt the tombes ; a madman indeed, that 
caſt away ſo much as a winding ſheet , be- 
ing ſo neer a grave? And yet may there be 
no othcr Found as unhappy,if not more un- 
happy , who though they rear not their ray- 
ment , yet eſteem nor a whole «kin, calling 
danger glory, and peace {loath?But unhappy 
Spirits they are , that are more the Encmics, 
then the companions of their own bodies ! 
as if they gave them life , only to lead them 
to more intamy of death ? Unhappy Spirits, 
that would leave no body behind them to 
remember them, or not (o much ro remem- 
ber them,as to diſclaim them! Unhappy Spi- 
rits , whoſe union 1s conſpiracy ; and whoſe 
ſtrength is Outrage ! As then the unity of 
the Spirit muſt be kept, ſo muſt it be a rrue 
unity 
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unity of Spirit , and therefore of the true | 
$pirit,that is,the unity of the Spirit of unity 
This is that Spirit , whoſe wifdome teaches 
us, that though we can not decide many 
things, we muſt not differ in many things ; 
nay , becauſe we cannot decide them, that 
therefore we nwſt not ditter ; not ditfcr be- 
yond opinion, the ditterence being bur from 
opinion. This is that Spirit whoſe pertc- 
ion teaches us , that we can heere no more 
attain to a perteion of knowledge. then of 
Holineffſe : that fame ignorance in the argu- 
ments of Religion implics not an imperte- 
Rion in Religion , but a perfeRion in God : 
that the Divine Law has indeed God for the 
Authour ; yet various man will be an out- 
ward Interpreter. This is that Svirit, whoſe 
providence teaches us , that the Govern- 
ment of the World is like the Arufture of it, 
i being founded upon imparitics ; the natu- 
rall creatures having a Locall ſubordination, 
the rational having a politicall , and ſome- 
times a fucred : which differences as it it the 
Divin: wil to appoint, fo is it the Divine 
power to Compoſe. This is that Spirit, 
whoſe love teaches us , thar though he once 
appeared in the likenefſe of iry Tongues, yer 
that th yiook nut their flame from the hre 
oi ticÞ,out of Charity : that, though they 
Vere 
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were divided , it was not to Preach diviſion, 
but a Cofpel : that love is the foul of the 
foul , uniting , though not the parts of the 
naturall body , yer the many bodies, as (o 
many paits , of the myſlicall body of the 
Church. It then we would find the trac fub- 
je& of this Spirit , we mniſt feeke the true 
nature of this Spirit. Where then we find 
wiſdome withdrawing the will trom the 
quarrels of the underſtanding , and more 
eftceming of Peace, then of ovinion, there is 
this Spirit ; where we tind pertc&tion rather 
Endeavourd, then pretended , and the Di. 
vine Law unanimouſly expounded not by 
Children, but by Fathers,there is this Spt- 
rit. Where we find providence , that does 
as willingly maintaio, as catily diſtinguiſh juſt 
imparitics, not more readily acknowledging 
a diverhity in the Lights of Heaven , then in 
the lights of the Church , and making thofe 
differ in honour , whom God has made ro 
differ in gitts , there is this Spirit, Where 
we find love, more tender then the eye it 
ſees with , lookirg upon Wite and Children, 
as on the Inſtruftive and deputy pledges of 
God himfelt ; looking on its Country , as on 
a ſeat , though nor as pleaſant, yet as dear, 
as Paradiſe, being a place not of choyſe bur 
lot, and fo made {weet by the hand of the 
Patrone, 
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Patrone; looking upon the Church , as on 
the type of Heaven, and ſtudying the Peace 
of the Citty of God, the God of Peace,there 
is this Spiric ; there is the Unity of this Spi- 
rit. 

This Unity then of the Spirit can-not be 
preſervy'd with a violation of the Spirit ; the 
Lnity of the Spirit muſt not be preſerv'd 
with the breach of Peace, We may ©: 7 do 
evil, though good might come i=: 
may not do evil, that goud mas ther: 
of. Not only carnal good f. i ovil docs no: 
juſtify; but no good,no not a PUroos'} oo 4) 
can make evil good. Royalty then 17 
down for the aivancemunc of teligion : 
Nay , the violation o: that is alwaves the 
violation of this ; ir being nor glory , but 
blaſphemy for a Rebel ru caltyle himiclt De- 
fender of the Faith. The old truth was ,ob- 
je& ingraticude and ye objett ail crimes : 
and is it not as old a truth, is it not a higher 
truth , objz& Rebellion , and ye objc& all 
crimes ? Ir being, in eff:&, neercr to a flour, 
then a truth, to call a Rebel! a Chrittian. Is 
not Chriſt our Lord the Prince af Peace ? 
And can men of blood , the Children of Di + 
obedience, be the Subjefts of that Prince ? 

Shall Chriſt give the Name , and Mariana 

the Heart ? Shall Chriſt CharaGter the tore- 

: h cad 
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head , and Funius Brutus the Brain? Heis 
of a bad profeſſion , and fo but a bad Pro- 
fkfſour , whoſe profeſſion is Diſobedience; 
The Pharifie was the preciſeft Artiſt in the 
Devotion of the Fews ; his pretence was the 
maſtering of his paſſion, his pra&ice was the 
maſtering of his Prince. Let Saint Paul de- 
ſcribe ſuch, & he will call them <xe:Ceo]dmv 
«/psny, a moſt exaCt (e& ; ſuch a ſe&, as 
made Paul a Secary , naya Perſecuutor , 
till he was Perſecuted. Let Hegeſippus de- 
ſcribe them , and he will call them a ſort of 
Men zealous, ſubtle , buſy, coverous. Ler 
their wiſe Foſephus deſcribe them , and he 
will tell us , that their authority with the 
people was ſo great, ws 4 gre Fanxios 77 
AturTes xat oy dgyingius iy; mrleeda:, 
that if they ſpake any thing againſt the King 
or the High Pricft, it was preſently beleev'd. 
And he will tell us, that they were Enemies 
to Kings, that they were of power to di- 
fturbe their Kings, to raiſe warre, to doe 
miſchief , that is to be peace-breakers with 
extream devotion. And he will tell us,how 
they perplex*d their King Hircanus; how 
they broke his Son King Alexander ; how 
they aw'd his Widow Q:cen Alexandre ; 
who was glad tro be ruPd by them , that ſo 
the might ſcem to rule others 3 how they oc- 
Caiion'd 
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caſfion'd quarrel about the Crown between 
his Sons : whoto end their difference buc 
ro begin rhcir miſcry , chooſing the Roman 
for thcir Tudge , found him become their 


| 


King z and their Country at once with their | 


Kingdome wnexpeRedly layd proftrate inco | 


« Province. This was the work and reward 
of notorious zeal : They found the power, 
but the Roman found the plot. Nay, 
theſe were they , who not onely thos 


enthraled their Feruſalem , but atlaſt de» | 


froyd it ; whiles they would acknow- 
ledge no Lord but the Lord of Lords, 
the Almighty : profeſſing that they ne- 
ver feard the deftrution of Their City 
the deftruftion of God's City ! Yet the 
World now ſces that neither they, nor their 
Fetyſalem is to be(cen , except the ruines of 


them as a witnefle ! And that whites by Re- | 
bellion they habour'd co ſave their City for | 
God; God has abandond both ir and them | 


to His Enemy, to Their Enemy , Mabomer. 
There is no art but muſt be afow'd ſome 


Principles, which muſt be the ground-worke | 
of ſuperſtru&ions : fo that the ground of | 
art is not art but nature. And ſurely in the | 
Arrt, in the high wiſdome of Monarchy, no | 


more ſure, nomore neceflary, that is, no 
more nartaral feundartion can be laid , then 
this, 
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this , the ſword may not be drawn nor 
ſheath'd without ſupreame command. And 
where ſhall ſuch ſupremacy be found , bur 
in a King ? Shall perſons not annointed be 
above or equal to the Lord's annointed? Be- 
hold Royalty in the Originals of Nature 3 Is 
it not the power of a Father enlarged ? For 
ſome then to affirme , that a King , though 
greater then his Subje&s divided , is lefſe 
then they, when they are Unised , what is ic 
but to ſay, that the Patriarch Facob had in- 
d:ed Authority over his twelve Sons con- 
tiderd fngle , bar that they when United 
had Authority over Him ? A moſt unna- 
eural aſſertion , and as full of vanity, as of 
falſchood? Belike,ſuch new Vropians would 
have a Round of Government ( as ſome the 
like in the Church ) not anlike the motion 
of a Wheele , in which every ſpoak becomes 
uppermoſt in his turne. But have we not 
learned , that a King is the Head , and the 
People the Body politique ? And has not 
Nature committed the Peace, & fo the (afe- 
ty of the Body , to the wifdome of the 
Head, without whoſe dire&ion, the metion 
of the parts is but commotion ? Namber , 
which with order is a cauſe of Peace, is 
without ir too ſure an arguraent of crrous; 
when a people runs into a tumule , _—_ 
c 
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be calld an Aſſembly, or a great miſrule? 
Which degree of diforder , as it commonly 
begins not without much miſtake, ſo does it 

oe on with much more miſchief. Such was 


the (edition of the Fewes againſt Pan! , when | 
they cryed out, away with ſuch a fellow! 


from che Earth. The miſchiet was , they 
violated his Perſon : the miſtake was, they 
thought he had violated the Temple;ſuppo- 
fing he had brought certain Greeks into it, 
and fo polluted it, On which -ſuppoſal 
for a while the upvoare was ſoloud , that 
the accuſation it ſelf could not be heard : as 
if the outcry of the tumult had ftriv'd to ex- 
ceed the malice of it ; and did continue with 
ſuch outrage , that authority arm'd with 
the Souldier was fain to be the violent 
Peace-maker. 'Indeed that is uſually the un- 
happy and _ concluſion of ſedition. 
Thus I W 
by words,fo provok'd Feplyha, that allmoſt 
a whole Tribe became the example, as of the 
fin , ſo of tho' puniſhment. Thus Abſolon 
provok'd & fuftcr'd'the juſtice of a Father : 
whoſe tendernefſe', Alas, bewaild his 
own Vi&ory- and: his peace ! So that it 
fares with ſuch fire-brands of a Kingdome, 
a5 it did with thoſe, that caft the innocents 


into Nebuchadnezzar's Furnace , they being 


the | 


o wonld not be pacitied | 


— CT OC EE TEROPOE: aennn 


ad ad ad an Mac co a .  - 


a: OT... AS. ASS. 0. OE 4 Sr%. ASE. 
© 


| 
| 
| 


Of Unity. 47 


the ſureſt fuel of thoſe flames ! Peace then 
muſt be kept, the Bond of Peace, and the []- 
nity of the Spirit in that bond. Is not this, 
in the beſt extent of this blefſing, the 
Church in the Common-wealth , as ſome 
phraſe it ? Compare Peace with Linity, and 
15 not Peace the Larger? Is it not the Bond? 
Wee muſt not then make this bond too 
ſhort. | 

Yet has it been the Witt and Miſſake of 
ſome to make the Church a Houſe , and the 
Commonwealth the Hangings, which oughe 
to be fitred to the Houſe. But this {imilicude 
ſeems to be fitted more to their Aime then 
to the Truth. And ſurely we may admire, 
that ſuch Authors, the Authors of this com- 
pariſon, ſuch overſeers, as the overſcers of 
this building , would be ſo overſeen, as to 

make that which is narrower, contain that 

which is larger ! Themſelves making the 

Church to contain only the Good ; but the 

Commonwealth to contain both Good and 

Bad ! More congruous it had been, though 

not exat, to have made the Common- 

wealth the Qurſide of the Church ; for that 

had been to grant it ro be of more Capacity 


{ thenthe Church, and to be, what ir is in- 


the Outſide of a building being contrived 
| E 


rended to be, the Defence of the Church: 
by 


48 Of Unity. 


by art, to'make void the violence of ſforme 
and Age. Yet this comoariſon were not ex- 
at; the outſide receiving its forme from 
the houſe it (cle: where as the Church does 
not give forme to the Common» wealth, but 
receives from it adevout Defence. Other- 


wiſe the Common-wealth ſhould Rill vary, | 
as the Church : whereas we (ce ina long | 
experience, that the Jewiſh Church and the | 
Chriſtian, though ſo different , bave yer in | 
their ſeveral} ages, ſubfiſted and, flouriſh'd | 
under the hke Outward rule , Monarchique | 


Government. To ſettle the Church then, 
as ſome now wovld, upon the flat of a 
Presbytery , and then to affirme, that it 
moſt give forme to the Common-wealth, 


what is it from ſuch premiſes , but dange- | 
rouſly and vnjuſtly to inferre the degrading | 
of Monarchy into Popular Goverment 2 We | 


may then more obvioufly , yettruly. liken 
the Civill State to Bulwarkes, and the 
Church to a City; for as when the fortifica- 
tions are wonne, the Citty is ſoon loſt , ſo 


when the Bond of Peace, the Lawes of a | 
Nation, are broken, the Unity of the Spirit, | 
the Do&rine of Religion. will be quickly 


difſolv'd. -But ſurely the bond of Peace 


ſhould be made furer : and though by Pra- | 
fice ſome have ſomewhat weaken'd it ; yet | 
ave | 
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have ſomes by Po&rine fomewhat weakned 


their own pra&ice. Conſchence is a new F- 


dition of Man's workes and words, uſually 
reſenting them” carre:&:d and amended. 
Vhat the zcale of Knox was, thar is, what 
his life was. let his Life witneffe : What Do- 
arine his Death preach'd, Tet his friends tell 
us, who write his Life 2 and they will tell us, 
that but a little before his death, making an 
exhorration to his brethren of the Miniſtry 
(and (uch Sermons! fhould like death make 
deep irapreſlion ) he bad them beware of 
ſuch and many fuvch, . he told them, there 
werethere) as had not only denied the 
Royall Authority , but alſo fallen from the 
truth, which they profefled : to whom, if 
they repented not into the way,whence they 
had erred, he denounc'd the deftruftion of 
body and foule. A (peech that ſerts forth 
the Juſt end of ſuch unjuſt wayes & errour: 
and that juſily claimes of us a fidelity of 
m:mary , being expreſs'd in the fidelity of 
Death. What the zeale of Rollocke was, let 
his Life witne!Te : what his candor of Loy- 
alry, let his Death witnefſe : who in an ex- 
hartation likewiſe to his Brethren of the 
Miniſtry, did with Vehemency of Spirit in 
a dying body, move them to Peace and O- 
bedience to their Prince ; magnifying the 
E 2 felicity 
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fclicity of their Times and King , and feri- 
ouſly adviſing them to beware, that they 
caſt not downe the Church from its height 
of happinsfſe. This was the Wiſdome and 
Loyalty of Death ; that a man almoſt in the 
point of his own diffolution , (ould endea- 
vour to keep others: in the Bond of Peace. 
Theſe mens examoles , are to men in ſome 
things precepts: and» would they would 
make theſe precepts in death their ſure ex- 
ainples in their Life. Then would not the 
Bond of Peace be fo eafily broken, or would 
as calily be united.: In the dayes of Alexan- 
der the Second, King of Scotland there was 
a marvelous breach of this holy Bond in an 
outrage of the multitude, no lefſe Mad then 
Croell, committed upon one A4am then Bi- 
ſhop of Cathnes , whom inhumanely they 
burn'd alive in his own houſe. A fire of 
wrath, alas, too cruell ! yer not ſo cruel, as 
ſometime the fire of zeale ! The circuit of 
that flame was bur domeſtique ; but this 
ſometimes over-runnes a Country. Yet the 
Motive to this extraordinary aft, was not | 
Epiſcopacy , his Eminent Order in the 
Church ; but an Ordinary a& of it, his Ex- 
communicating, ſome , for their Contempt ! 
and Obftinacy in not paying their Tithes / 
They ſhew'd themſclves to be as defticure of 


mercy, 
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—_— of Juſtice! They ſir{t robb*'d God, 
and then kill'd his Prieſt ? A very congruous 
and graceletſe Mechod ? In which fa&, had 
not their fury been blind, they might 
have ſcen the promiſe, which they lolt in 
the dithonour and cruelty toward their Spi- 
ritual Father ; even long Life in the Land , 
which the Lord had given them ; and fo 
whiles they had longer paid the Tithes 
of their eftates, they had longer with 
duty & (ound policy kept their eftates. But as 
this was a marvailons breach of the bond of 
peace , ſo as marvailous was the repair of it 3 
there being no lefſe a number executed for 
this crime , then fower hundred perſons! A 
number (ubtilly (as may be ſuſpe&ed) con- 
ccal'd by Buchanan, but faithtully mention'd 
by Boethius., And ſuch was then the Juftice 
and devotion of Scors upon Scots in behalt 
of a Biſhop ! And ſurely it was well, that the 
greater part was the wiſer : though the 
worſe was too great, being enough to undoe 
the bound of peace and themielves. And as 
the fire of wrath is thus wild , ſo zeal ſome- 
times yields a worſe wildfire. Bui as in the 
fire which amongſt the Fewes deſcended and 
burn'd up the Sacritices,that were accepted, 
the face of a Lion ( as the Rabbines tell us) 
did appear; which( not ro queſtion the truth 

& 3 of 
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of the relation ) may uſefully ſeem to have 


implied the acceptance of all Sacrifices, b 
the Meſſias , the Lion of the Tribe of 7u- 
dah : 'So may we not as truly ſay, when in 
the Fires of arm'd ſubjefts zeal, the face of 
the Lion,the countenance of the Prince does 
not appear , can ſuch be acceptable flames ? 
Can och be acceptable ſacrifces! Obedience 
is berter then ſuch ſacritice ! 


The Bond of Peace then is like a juſt . 


man's promiſe (it is indeed his duty) ir muſt 
be kept. To ger and Enlarge are probably 
Aﬀs of Wiſdome and power : but to keep 
what is gotten and enlarg'd , implies ſome 
accelſion of Happineſſe. Inheritance, though 
It comes by nature, yet in bett Tempers ir 
comes with wiſdome , and does as well In- 
tru, as Inrich : whiles the mind prevented 
in the wifdome of Purchaſe , employs it {elf 
in the wiſc happinefle of preſervation. It was 
the taske of Ceſar, to draw the ſword : it 
was the taske of Aupguitus , to Sheatii it : 
the firſt was the work of power ; the laft , of 
Wiſdome : which more diligently ftudied 
how to Bound the Empire, then poſterity 
did to Enlarge it. And ſurely though under 
Trajan (yet happy then alſo) it was of grea- 
ter extent,yet was it under Ang '/tus of grea- 
ter Happineſie: This bringing ito a Height, 


ths 
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the other to a precipice ; whence if it mov'd 
forward, it was with Ruine , if backward, 
with ſhame. Trajan's felicity then was ra- 
ther of the Man, then of the Empire : of 
Farthly happineſſe That being the Trueſt , 
which we doe as well Bequeath, as Enjoy; 
good men counting, it their beſt felicity, to 
make Succeſſion rather the Partaker of their 
felicity , then the Admirer. A wiſdome 
which ſhould as etfe&ually encline a people, 
as a Prince, to deſires of Peace. And this 
was that , which in Story , if we will look 
ſo farre backe, his io renown'd the Afhrian 
Monarchy;which triemph'd in power Thir- 
teen Hundred years, and fince in Fame about 
T iſ: ſo long:the length of their telicity ſup- 
plying the defeAs of their ſtory. And this was 
that in a neerer example,which unto this age 
has added (ich glory to the Scott: Monar- 
chy : which, if ſtory be yot Poetical in An- 
tiquities , has farre out-liv'd the Afſjrian 
date, being now almoſt two thouſand yo" 
old ! To which rare' age that Body ot pco- 
ple never attain'd by the calenture 0: Re- 
bellion , but by the ſound conftitmion of 
obedience. Obedience indeed was the be- 
ginning of their glory ;, they ſwearing Obe- 
dicence to their firſt King Ferguſius and to 
his Succeffours : for ſo ſpeakes Buchanan, for 
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all his Dialogue ; Ferguſio victore domum 


reverſo Scoti ei poſteriſque ejus regnum Jure- 
Jurando confirmarunt. This was a Cove- 
nant no lefſe wiſe, then large ; Obedience 
being a ſubtle Viftory over Kings ; the art 
of duty having been ever more power- 
full rhen an unreverent ſword : This may 
ſometimes get : but That only can keep. 
Now petting without keeping is but the 
proſperity of Melancholy ; the beginning 
of it being but in a falſe joy, but the end 
of it being in a true ſorrow, As then the 
wiſe hand , which knowes as we] how to 
keep, as get, , is of ſach moment and praile 
in civil life;ſo needs muſt it be attended with 
fucceſſe and glory in the bulincſſe of the | 
Church, Which , ifit keep but an Onward 
Unity , becomes Glorious ; as , if it keeps an 
inward Unity, the Unity of the Spirit, it be- 
comes happy. Lnity indeed is the Health of 
te ſondeſt body, yet uniformity is the beau- 
ty of it:which is always the aime,though not 
alwayes the ſuccefſe pf an exa& Gatuary. 
Knots, or Crofſe-veines may make the ftotfe 
ſometimes lefſe obedient to the Edge and 
\Wiſdome of the chizell ; and ſometimes 
unhappily ready to cracke-off in the work- 
ng: yet conformity of the parts is ſtil] in it 
{clt the Art and [Improvement of Perk&ion. 
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If we behold the Church of Rome, ſhall we 
deny in it wit and Succefſe? When as,though 
jr has almoſt been utterly diſolved by ſome 
tedious Schiſmes ; the meer recovery to a 
Union and continuance , has made it become 
Famous, and ſeem Happy. O then kt us 
learn that Special wiſdome,which is to learn 
wiſdome of an Adverſary. Let vs diligently 
Imitate , yet wiſely Inverte the Roman Pra- 
ice ; Let us become happy , and ſcem Fa- 
mous ; yea, Ict us become happy, though 
we ſeem not Famous. And ſcing thatin a 
private eſtate , the beſt purchaſe is of Fee 
fimple, whereby one does at once , with the 
beſt skill of T hrift, both get and keep; Ler 
the Art of Unity be made che Study of 
Conlcience. 

Indced withont Study this Art is not at- 
taind , not fit to be attaind. Whiles then 
the Apoſtle moves us to Unity, and moves 
us alſo to an Ex1eavour to it, he beftowes 
upon us as well a Diſcovery , as an Exhor- 
tation , ſhewing us not onely the End , but 
al'o the means. Endeavor then is that 
without which, Unity is rather Delird,then 
Attaind;And therefore the Grecrans, to ſhew 
their wiſdome in their Endeavour , bound 
themſclves to true Unity , to concacd by an 
Oath 
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Oath', and bound themſclves to ſuch an 
Oath by a Law ; endevonoring to preſerve 
Peace by a donble bond upon the Soul and 
upon the Body. The Romans us'd a like 
wiſe Endeavour, and whiles in a Higher , in 
a wiſer ftram , making Concord a Deity ; 
thus fecking Peace not by an Oath , bur by 
Prayer : an Oath importing their Own beft 
ſeength 3 but Prayer implying the Aide of 
Heaven, And even thus wiſe , that is, thus 
peaceab'e were very Heathen; thus peace- 
able among themſiclv:s , though without 
grace ; thus peaceable by wiſe Nature very 
like grace ; ſtriving co make their Peace and 
their Country of a like circuite. Who then 
would not ſtudy the nature of Endeavour ? 
Who wovld not ſtudy the Art of Endea- 
your 2 Diligence there muſt bz.as in a Ri-ht 
Archer, that makes his arrow as intentive 
as his eye. Strength there muſt be either 
of [Love or Warre,even ſuch contrary wayes 
leading, to the fame Unity : which though 
in ic (clfit impli-s Love , yet in the attaining 
of it,is eſpecially like Heaven, which is ſome- 
times taken by violence. Speed there muſt 
be : when the Bond of Peace is in danger 
to {lippe, what hand will not be quick, what 
hand can be tov quick to repair it ? Skill 
there 


— 
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there muſt bee ; a reciprocall «kill ! *Tis not 
enough felicity for the moſt wiſe hand to 
dire& the bal! , if by the hand that ſhould 
receive it , it be either negle&cd or diverted. 
That therefore Diligence, ftrengrh,ſpeed and 
ill may proſper, the Roman dcity muſt 
be re&ihed into Truth , concord into God : 
whoſe goodnefle is ready to make an ex- 
change with us, to give us Peace for Prayer. 
The Sabine Women arm'd only with Love 
and Interceiſion conquer'd rwo armies , get- 
ting a ViEtory more famous,then the Sword 
can win, and more ſure then any, bur rhe 
Viory of Prayer. Pray then we muſt for 
Peace, peace, to Advantage Prayer, not cor- 
rupt it ; peace no {eſſe holy , then tirme , nor 
more attend:d with gladneffe , then with 
Innocence. Which if our firſt parents had 
not loft , they had rightly Dre(s'd , and ſo 
kept their Paradiſe ; nor had that inſtant 
terrour & expret{ion of warre, a fiery ſword, 
driven Man from (God ! Indeed the mercy 
of the Judgment drove him to the Fear of 
God, whiles from the Fruition of him 5 and 
{oat laſt drove him from Paradiſe ro God! 
But the Divins mercy preſcrve us from this 
way of mercy , from this way of Unity , by 
' preierving ns in our Paradite , and ina Uni- 
ty 
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ty with God and our ſelves, - Preſerve us in 
the Spirit; by which , whiles we cry , Abba 
Father, we may remember to make Brothers- 
ly Love a part of our Care, as it is of our 
Inheritance. Preſerve us in peace ; fo pre- 
ſerve us in peace, that warre may be alwayes 
more Odious to us, then Neceſſary. Pre- 
ſerve us in the Bond of Peace; a bond that 
may holily encompaſſe both Prieſt and peo. 
ple; a bond that may happily encompaſſe 
and Vnite Nations, Preſerve us in the wiſ- 
dome of keeping Vnity ; that neither deſpe- 
rate malignity may precipitate any , nor mi- 
Baking devotion flide any, into deſtruftion. | 
Preſerve us in the Endeavour of this wit- 
domc,the wiſdome of preſerving our Britiſh | 
Vnion : which being the happieſt Bridge, 
that was ever raiſd over Tweede; ſo may it 
prove as perfetaal as the ſtreame , which it 
embraces. And that this our Endeavour 
may proſper , let it Employ and Improve it 
ſelf by Imitation, Let us either imitate the 
blefled tongues , which as on this day ap- 
pear'd, by a holy Silence ( for they were 
not heard to ſpeake any thing , though the 
rongues of Others ſpake by Them) or let us 
imitate the tongues of the Apoltles by holy 
Languague. Lect the Light of theſe _ 
u 
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full tongues, teach us to ſpeak with know- 
ledge ; remembring , that though Foel fore- 
told,that in the later dayes the Spirit ſhould 
be pour'd upon all fleſh , Saint Peter in 
the Story of the Apoſtles As, has told us, 
it was perform'd in This day's wonder ; fo 
that now the ability of inſtru&ion is not to 
be expefted from Miracle , but from Indu- 
firy. Let the fire likewiſe of theſe rongues, 
teach us Charity ; and therefore that we ne- 
ver Preach Libel, inſteed of Reformation. 
More eſpecially in Peace let every one for 
his proportion praftice a good Imitation of 
the goad Con{tantine ; who calt the hand- 
writings of Complaints into the fire, 
quenching ſo with natural flames , the unna- 
tural flames of contentions. In Warre, let 
the Loyall Example of our Forcfathers goe 
forth with all our Forces , Providence be- 
ing the Right Wing ; the left, Power 3 and 
Vnity , the Body of the Army. So (hall 
Treachery , the falſe Son of Zeal , beas 
ſhamefull in its Fall,as in its Riſe; and ſo ſhall 
Loyalty , the true Sonne of Zeal , art laſt 
Triumph in the juſt defence of the juſt De- 
tender of the Faith. Which grart we baſeech 
thee O Lord of Hoſts, for thy Sonne's ſake 
the Prinse of Peace , and effc& it by the 
power 
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power and Vnity ef Thy Spirit, To which 
Blefſed and Eternal Trinity in [nity , the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be far 
ever aſcribed the Glory & Comfort of Vi 
@&ory and Peace. | 
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| T was no lefſe Truth then phancy in 


the Philoſopher that ſaid , could vertue 
be ſeen, it would Beget Love and Ad- 
vance it not only into Admiration , but 
Rapture - as if for a time it would deprive 
the ſoul of its Happinefſe , by tranſporting it 
beyond the apprehenſion of its happinefſe. A 
truth which teaches us a like truth ; That 
Vice , could it be ſeen, would by the Eye 
ſtartle the ſoul to a ſacred dercſtation, 
whereby it wovId chooſe rather to fly the 
Society of the Body, then not to fly the cor- 
ruptions of it , which wiſdome , though 
taught by Reaſon, is Deliver'd alſo and con- 
firm'd by grace : which , intending to ſer 
forth the foulneſſe of diſobedience,ſetts-forth 
Rebellions the fouleſt diſobedience , expreſ- 
ling it by a Compariſon not odious, though 
of that which is moſt odious , With-cratt. 
The occation of the Inſtru&ion was a Liſ- 
obedience in omiflion , by an Earthly King's 
Negle& of che King of Heaven ; by Fearing 
the People more then God ; by diſpleaſing 
God to pleace the people, Bur the Bounty 
of the inſtru&ion is more Chatholique , ex- 
tending to Aﬀive, All afive Diſobedience, 
intimating this Theological Truth of pro- 
portion , that fince Hee that owes obedience 
F only 
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only to God , becomes ſo guilty only by 
omiſſion, more guilty muſt they be, and by 
Adive diſobedience, that owe obedience to 
God and Man. So that Rebellion will be as 
the fin of Witch-craft ; this being a Treaſon 
againſt God , by a commerce with his Ene- 
my; that being a Treaſon againſt him,whiles 
againſt his Annointed. View them in their 
Cert ainty, in their Mc ves, in thcir Practice, 
in their Succeſſe ; and we muſt acknowledge 
by the Fitnefſe and Trath , that this In- 
{trufion 1s not only True but Divine. 


Bchold the Art , behold the confidence | 


of witches. Is it not a part of their cun- 
ning to Deny their cunning ? A part 
of their wickednefſe ro deny their 
wickednefſe ! Proving their Guile , whiles 
they Deny it, by Bewitching ſome to be 
their Patrones, that yet would Bluth to be 
cheir Diſciples ? Have not ſome of learning 
und gravity thought themſelves wiſe. , in 
thinking Witch-craft rather a Miftake, then 
a Crime? And the Black Ronour to have 
been only mifcelÞ'd the Black Art?Have they 
not remov'd the Reſidence of this fin from 
the Will ro the Phanſy? And made it a work 
fitter for the Poet , then the Judge ? Have 
they not at leaſt mide it (o, under the Time 
of the Goſpel, thinking This Iight no more 
to permit , then Allow , ſuck work of _ 
neflc: 
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neffe? Have they not endeayvar'd to re- 
move it as farre from the Cenſure of the 
Law , as from the Time of the | aw ? Have 
they not Eligded Divine Teftimony , rather 
then Receiv'd it, againſt this Pratice, which 
is a Craf', and would be a Myſtery ? But doe 
we not know by the Divine word , that 
Witch-craft is ? And by the Divine Juftice, 
that it 13 condemo'd ? Is not the I aw,as well 
as Endoy , a witnefſe of fuch commerce? A 
wicnefJe againſt ſuch commerce ? And doe 
we not know, that under the times of the 
Goſpel , Man is of the fame Fraiity , and Sa- 
than of the ſame Malice ? Ani! doc we not 
not know ,, that Temptation is not like rhe 
[aw ofCercmonics,that was to be Aboliſh'd; 
but like the Law moral , by which both 
Te-mncation and fin thall alwayes be at- 
tended? And is not this the unhappinefſe and 
vanity of Rebellion? Have not ſoine Artiſts 
mad: it a balimifſe rather of lnvention, then 
of State , b:ſtowing upon every man a Na- 
taral (ypremacy , which might have (av'd 
Ceſar the toi] ro have Fought for a Monar- 
chy ? Shall not every man in his Family , 
thus become a King Adam ? And every 
Sonne now by a ſupernatural Neviſe be- 
come an Elder Brother ? A Philoſophical 
E.mplre, when Individuation {hall be Royal- 
7 ty / 
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ty! When men ſhall be Kings by the Pole! 
when to have a Head, is by the Riddle of 
Indevendency , ſuthcient Right to claime a 
Crown?! What, will not ſome bolder No- 
viliſt ſay? Is not my Soule, nay, is not my 
Body Perte&, being the Worke of the moſt 
perfct ? and ihall 1 betray my native Abſo- 
lutenefſe, to the Infamy of Relation, to De- 


pendency ? Or, if a Fall in our forefathers | 
mult be acknowledg*d, mult it not be ace 


knowlede'd in All ? and fo, doe I not ftill re- 
taine, though not the old Supremacy, yet 
an Equality ? Asif Nature had made every 
mana Ceſar, who could endure no Snpe- 
riour ; though not a Pompey, who covld en- 
dure no Equall. It, ſay they, men affociate 


themſelves into a People , is it not more for | 


fafety then for ſervitude? and ſo rather 
Wiſdome, then Duty? Or, if they Humble 
themtelves into a People, and are content 


to be the Neck and Shoulders to {uſtaine a | 


Head, is it not for the DireAion and Nou- 
riſbm<nt of the Body ? Who, ſay they, is the 
Author, what the End of Goverment? Does 
it not Beginne, does it not End in the Peo- 
ple ? Beginne in their Will? End in their 
Wellfare ? What then ſhall be Rebcllion ? 


ſtall ic be more then a Topicall (inne, found 


indeed under ſome Monarchicall ——_— 
(ha 
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ſhall ic be more then a Conditionall ſimne, a 
finne but of one's owne making , whiles but 
by one's own Conſent ? Thus Inconliderate 
is their (ubile Boldnefſe. What's the Ethci- 
ent cauſe of a King ? ſurely a quaint Queſti- 
on? yet a queſtion that has been moved; 
and ſuch a queſtion , as will find diverſe an- 
ſwers. Aske of a Conclave-man, and he will 
tell you, the Koman Prelate, attributing to 
the Triple Crowne the Soveraignty over 
All Crownes. Aske of the Diſciplinarian, 
and in ſubſtance he will tell you, the People, 
making Them the Alpha and Omega of Do- 
minion. Aske of the moderete Proteſtant, 
and he will tcl] you, God : who ſometimes 
conveighs Royalcy by Nature, ſometimes 
indeed by Choice, as ſometimes by the 
Sword, Againe they will aske, whar's the 
Finall cauſe of a King ? and they will an- 
ſwer , the Pcoples wellfare. Certainly a 
Truc Anſwer ; and as certainly an Imperte& 
one. The Peoples good is an Infericur pur- 
pole of Vajetty: the Repreſentation of the 
Divine Majeſty is the Higheſt pur;ofe of 
Humane Majeſty. Heere God's Majeſty will 
be ſeen; though heere bur as in a glaffe ; yer 
ſo God in a King. The principall ufc ot rhe 
Glaſſe is in rhe principall objcC& {cen 
Throngh the Glaſſe, ſeen beyoud che glatle. 
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A King is a Servant for the People : but he 
1s Gods ſervant, Does not the Law of our 
Liturgy teach us to teach thus? That Hee 
knowing whoſe Minitter He is, may above all 
things ſeek, thy Honour and Glory. And docs 
not the ſame Law teach us, That we his S1b- 
jeds duly conſidering whoſe Authority he hath, 
may faithfully ſerve hon»ur and humbly obey 
him ? And whoſe Authority has hee, thar 
{hould thus Humble us? Our own, or God: ? 
A Minifter he is for the Peopl:, bur alſo over 
the People, whiles alſo for God. Let none 
then Diſcourſe themſclves, let none Devore 
themſelves, mock themſelves , out of their 
Liturgy and Loyalty ! And then we ſhall bee 
not ſo bewitch'd, as to deny the certainty 
of Witch-craft ; nor yet fo (ſeduced to a Re- 
bellion againſt Reaſon, as ro deny the un- 
happy certainty of Rebcllion. But unreaſo- 
nable (ubtilty will ſtill ezm to be reaſoning; 
and at leaft will Queſtion, when it cannot 
anſwer, And aske it will fince there is witch- 
craft, and therefore a Witch , what a witch 
is, and how as ſeriouſly to be convited , as 
Puniſh'd. Thar a witch is one,that has pow- 
er over the Divell, is as Ridiculous,as Falſe; 
and is not only an Errour, bur has been allo 
the cauſe of Errour. That a Righteous man 
has power over the Divell, i: not naturally 
rue 
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true + it 15 ſpiritually true, His victory over 
the Divel! is remotely obtain'd by the power 
of prayer, but immediatly by God's power, 
Humane power 1s naturally lefſe then Ange- 
lical ; and thus the Devil is naturally greater 
then the Wirch , yer the Exerciſe of this 
power is not only by Nature , but alſo per- 
miſhon. And by permitſion the evil Spirir 
can poſſeſs a living body;ci forme in the aire 
a Shape of bodily creatures,can dclude & ſa- 
ticy the Eye,rhe Far,the touch. He then that 
has a Friend({bip. a ſ:niible Commerce, with 
this Spirit of Hell, is an Enemy to Heaven 3 
This is a Witch. And this converſation being 
evident to ſenſe, the ſenſe of the Witch , is 
therefore poſſibly and occaſtonally evident 
alſo to the ſenſe of the Witnefſe, Had not 
this way of Evidence been poſlible, then had 
the Law been void : and had it not been ſut- 
ficient , then had the Law been unjaſt. Bur 
witnefles there were for This condemna- 
tion, and therefore Evidence from ſenſe tor 
the Condemnation. Confeſſion alſo is Le- 
gall ConviFion ; unlefſe Reaſon Perſuadcs, 
that it proceeds not from Conicience , but 
Nifcaſe. And is not this the ſtate of a Re- 
bel 2 Who is not one that has power over 
the Devill; Alas , he is nothis Lord , but 
his flave ! Is he not one, that by the Bon- 

WW 4 dai © 


63 Of Rebellion. 


dage of Covenant is more ſubtily united to 
the Spirit of Divilion 2 Some Ditference 
there is indeed ; but the more difference the 
more danger. With the Witch the Devill 
uſes more ſenſible converſation 5 with the 
Rebel, IntelleAuall ; with the witch he dcals 
in ſome domeſtique ſhape, as if he were 
manageable to a Tamencfſe. With the Rebel 
he uſed artificial Inſtruments ; as the rongue 
of the pleader,the brain of the ftatift, the de- 
votion of the Pricſt, the diligence of the Ci- 
tizen,the wealth of the Merchant, or the pre- 
tence of tne Diviner; when he would aft 
ſomewhat of no Icfſe Fame,the miſchief;then 
is he certainly to be ſuſpe&ecd , when he uſes 
creatures moſt to be (uſpeFted. When he 
employd the Serpent , he intended nor on- 
ly an Eve or an Adam ; 't was not a Perſon, 
but a generation was his aime. When he 
uſcs a Rebel of malignity , an old Serpent, 
*r is not a Van, nonot a Monarch , but *r is 
Monarchy and a People that he would Ve- 
ndme to Deſtru&ion, Indeed the Serpent is 
naturally ſo ſubtle , that he may ſeem not to 
Imitate ,. but Surpaſſe the Devil , and as 
the more expert , to have given him his 
name; the Serpent being not uſually caiP'd a 
Divel ; but the D-vil bcing uſually and apt- 
ly calPd the Serpent. He then that has Com- 
merce 
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merce with the Sririt of P c1>:[lion is a Re- 
bel ; whoſe xric: the Law as well Di(- 
covers as on''-mn.s. And {ta ones hey 
that ſeeks to dctuvy a fete Vanarchy; by 
an attempt: of a* :nuch guilt , as tubrilty; a 
ailt which tie known Law as well makes 
avi , as Neteits : that fecks to deftroy 
fundamental Laws on which irc is fertled ; 
thus Aiming at deſtruftion and deſerving 
it; Fundamental Laws ; which preſerve the 
Liberty of the Subje&, without which the 
people are not in Peace ; which alio preſerve 
the Prerogative of the Prince, without which 
a Prince can not be at Peace. T heſe indeed 
are foundation-ftones in the ſirufure of 
Government ; things that tbonld neither be 
remov'd, nor mov'd. And as theſe Laws 
are Excellent,ſo alfo are they - minent.Laws 
are like Foundations , and theretore in fume 
things not like. Similitude there is between 
them,not Identicy. T hus are they like Foun» 
dations, as they Bear up Government ; they 
are yet not like them, as Foundations are 
things , which no hudy can fee. Binding 
Low muſt be k1own Law : promutyation is 
of the Effence ot Law. When Rome firſt 
wondred ata parricide , thcy coniulted up- 
on a Law for his puniſhment. T ney were 
allmolt as necr a miſtake, as a ys 
an 
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and prov'd more innocent by chance, then | 


by Intent. They made indecd a Law , or 
rather enlarg'd one , whereby he was con- 
demn'd to the Culews : but their Old Faw 
for Murder appointed him to rhe laſt puniſh- 
ment ; the Addition by their new | aw was 
not Death, but Circumſtance ; The wave, 
or, the Axc; the keeping in of Breath , or 
the letting out of Blood , was- not Death ; 
*r was but the Faſhion of Death. Thos all 
Treaſon is known by Law that is known. 


Revelation could not work upon Man , had 
he not Reaſon , wherzwith to acknow- | 


ledge Revelation to be Above Reaſon. Thus 
Witch-craft and Rehellion are alike in their 


Certainty and convifion ; and not untitly, | 
being alike from the b-ginning , in the place ' 


of their beginning ; not Hell, bat Heaven : 
There was the firſt witch, there the firſt Re- 
bel ; only with this diffcrence ; that there 
they were not alike, bur the ſame ; the firft 
witch there being the firſt Rebel the abus'd 
Excellency of an Angel of Light bewitching 
_ into the Darkneſſe of Rebellion and 
Hell. 

A like they are in their Motives in reſpe& 
of God and of Themlclves. Sinnes they are 
allwayes when we look upon Van; punith- 
ments they are allo , when we look apon 

God. 
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God. When man too unhappily Loves that 
which God hates, God ſometimes lets him 
moſt unhappily love him that hates him, 
and, by the worſt of miſtakes, to take the 
Zevill for his God ; and thus to be fo farre 
betwitch'd, as to bea witch. When man 
likewiſe too perſeveringly Rebells againſt 
God,God ſometimes lets him as perſevering- 
jy Rebel againſt Man , againft the Man an- 
nointed by God ; his obftinacy againſt GoJ 
being Expos'd and punilh'd in his obftinacy 
againſt a King. If yet we ſhould wonder , 
what ſecming good can make Man fo verily 
evil as to become a witch ; as the Law tells 
us what he is ; ſo obſervation may tell us, 
why he is what heis : And indeed we may 
ſee him ſomewhat mov'd by his Humour ; 
which though abſolutely , being bur Na- 
tural , it makes him not gvilty, inclines him 
to the way and faſhion of his guilc. Some- 
times Melancholy corrupts into Curiofity, 
Curioſity into ſuperftition , as the obſerva- 
tion of things rather ridiculous then omi- 
nous ; which fuperſtition at laſt curnes into 
Witch-craft ; the mind thus becoming firlt 
vane,and then wicked. Sometimes Phlegme 
yutrifies into ſotcithneſſe; ſottiſhneffe into an 
I:norance or Negele& of all Religion:which 
Implety likewife at laſt is wretchedly per. 
{cAed 


”2 Of Rebellion. 


f:Xed into Wiich-craftr. Sometimes the | 
Blood is Overheated into luſt or Ambition, 
the falſe delights of the Body and mind ; tor 
the attaining whereot , wich no |:iJe Folly 
then guilt , it miſtakes it felt into Witch. 
craft. Sometimes choler is ſo whetted by 
Poverty, or worſe (harpen'd by deiire of 
Revenge; that chooling rather what is worſt 
of all, then nothing ar all , and iillily lefſe 
f-aring an Immortal Enemy , then a mor- 
tall, takes for irs helpe Witch-craft inſtecd 
of God. And are not thele the preparatives, | 
is not this the Diſpoſition of the Rebel ? ls 
there not the Melancholy Rebel, that grow- 
ing curious , would fain have a taft of So- 
veraignty ? Like our firſt parents,that would 
needs have knowledge of Good and Evil? 
though indeed it prov'd the knowledge of 
Good and the PraQice of Evil ! And does 
not his curiolity ſometimes grow Superſti- 
tious; making the Epbemerides or a Progno- 
ſtiqae Rime the Scripture of his phanſy ? 
With exa@t ignorance pointing out the Ri- 
ſing and ſetting as well of Kings , as of Stars? 
Thus changing vanity into Crime 2 Is there 
not the Plegmatique Rebel, whoſe Sottith- 
neſfſe changing into Irreligion , makes him as 
carelctſe almoit of an Earchly King, as of the 
King of Heaven ! And foolithly think , that 
he 
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he has caſt off SubjeFion , when he has 
but chang'd it ; nay , inſteed of being the 
SubjeX to a Ifing, become the Slave of a 
Rebel ? Is there not the Overfanguine Rebel, 
whom Riot makes an i.nemy to Juſtice, as 
well as to Temperance ? \Whom Ambition 
ſo blinds, that it ſets him in the wrong way 
to Honour which he ſeeks, by ſeeking to the 
Devil! for it, when as it is only in the Diſpo- 
ſal of God and th: King ? Is there not the 
Cholerique Rebel , whom want of means 
moves into want of Duty, ſtriving to make 
a King , as wretched as himſelf, when he can 
not make himſelt as vertuous,as a King? And 
is not alſo ſometimes Revenge of more force 
with him; then Soveraignty ? Is it not ſwee- 
ter to him, then Obedience, or the bleffing 
of Obedience , long Lite ? Or, the beſt blet= 
ſing of that blefling, a good conſcience ? 
View their Practice, and you muſt needs 
view thzir likenzfſe. The pra@ice of the 
witch , whether ſubtor grofſe ! For, nei- 
ther knowledge nor ſexe Excuſes nor mo» 
rally varies their commerce. Does not the 
Conjurer undertake and abuſe the know- 
ledye of things on earth , and in Heaven? Is 
not his prerence a Government of Spirits , 
15 not his Praftice a ſervitude ? Has henor 
his Circle, his Fatts, his Prayer f Has he not 
his 
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his Earthen Pot full of perfam'd fire , his 
book, his Sword ? Has he not his frightning 
Apparitions , his Seals of Serveſy , his 
Binding of Spirits ? Has he not his diſtin&ion 
of Operations , of Purpoſes , of Dayes?! 
Would he obrain Treaſure , Fore know 
Events,get the Vi&ory in Batre), does he not 
then conſult his Mercurial Spirits * Would 
he Repair the Decayes of Learning, Advance 
the poor, caſt down the mighty , does he 
not then conſult his Mercurial Spirits ? As 


for other purpoſes other Spints? And doe | 
theſe Mercurial Spirits ſometimes appear | 
like a Bear, or a Dogge, or a changeable 


colour'd veſture? And is not the motion of 


them as the motion of a pliſt'ring, or Silver | 


cloud? View the Ruder witch the Con jurer 
by Roat,and has thee not ftore of Ignorance, 
and Zeal of miſchict ? Does ſhee not Learn 
to doe Evi] , and would ſhee not yet ſome- 
times ſeem to teach the Devil to doe good ? 
Is ſhee not one that gaas only wit enough , 
and conſcience enough to Damne her (lt / 
And is not this the Condition and vericty 
of Rebellion ? Is there not the Seducing 
and the Seduc'd Rebel? The one fort full of 
wit , and both of willfulnefſe ? Doe they noc 
prophane the knowledpe- of things Naturall 
and Divine , making the Stars the — 
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of their Art and malice ? Doe they not Cal- 
culate and Attempt the Periods of King- 
domes? And whilcs they would ſecme to 
become Rulers , doe-they not make them- 
ſclves unruly Servants ? Have they nor their 
Circuite of Adtivity and. Intelligence ? Have 
they not a Devotion, that ſometimes looks 
like Faſting and Prayer , Exerciſes not of 
Sanity but of Pretence , if the Body be not 
Humbled by them, and the Soul Advanc'd ? 
If they look as pale with Envy , as with Fa- 
ſting ? If chey riſe not (o high by Prayer , as 
by Ambition 2 Would any invite us to fee 
their Humility ? Would any invite God to 
ſee their humility, with what Humility they 
come into his preſence , it they ſpare not to 
tread upon the Crown and Miter 2? ls this 
the Holy Trampling under foot the Lion 
and the Dragon ? Have not ſuch their Ear- 
then Veſſel roo fill of fire? Perfum'd indeed, 
but with the Incenſe of Sulphur ; making a 
finner like his own Hells, a Habitation of Fire 
and Brimftone ? Have they not their Book, 
which they make theirs more by miſtake, 
then by underſtanding? Bring ignorant com- 
monly of the Language , and roo comman- 
ly of the ſenſe ? A book whoſe Myſtery poſes 
them, and whoſe Lerter condemnes them ? 
whiles they Hate their Enemics, whom, if 
not 
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not truly Enemies , Nature bids them Love; 
if truly Enemies . Grace bids them Love, 
Have they not a Sword, whoſe bet Com- 
mendations were to F< kuſty, to ir were not 
with Blood ? Have they nor their appari- 
tions , as monſtrous as Jealouſy ? Have they 
not their cloſe counfails, as mach remov'd 
from the eye of the People, as the Ching 
Monarch ? As mach remov'd from their un- 
deritanding , as the Table of I's ? The Del. 
phian Oracle compar'd with This, was but 


an Eſſay of the Devill's wit? Have they not | 


the Art of Binding of Spirits ? Their Fami- | 


liar Spirits ? Making them more readily 


forth comming by commirment , then by | 
Covenant ? Have they nor their diverfiry of | 


Works,ſometimes by Flattery, ſometimes by 
Cruelty, alwaycs by pretence # Their diver- 
fity of Plots , till varied according to the 
Newes and Degrees of Succelſe ? Their di- 
verſity of times, more diſtinguithing the Ca- 
lender by Prophelics,then by Months ? Have 
they not th:ir Mercurial Spirits , for the ob- 
taining of Wealth, Fore knowledge , Vidto- 
ry 2 Things that are only diipoſed by God, 
though ſomerimes to the ungodly ? So that 
they alwayes ſhew the Errour of their way, 
even when they attain the End of their 
way / Have they not their ProjeRing Spi- 
T1t5, 
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rits, for the Repair of Learning, whiles they 
deſtroy the Learned , that ſhould repair it ? 
Miſtaking Zeal: for knowledge , and fo the 
affe&ions for the underſtanding ? Thur pro- 
jeing Spirits for the advancing ct thePoor, 
whiles they compel Hoſpitals to become Be- 
nefaors to Rebellion ! Leav'ning them on- 
ly to their New Endowment , Hunger and 
Curfing ? Their ProjeAors for the caſting 
down of the mighty, though againſt the 
Command of the Almighty , making them- 
ſelves under God , what God has made a 
King , Supreme Governonrs ? And are not 
theſe Spirits ſometimes like a Bear , for 
Cruelty , for Craft, for unquietneſſe ? The 
Bear, that tears the Prey,and when purſued, 
leaſt he become a prey , goes backward into 
his den that the Hunter rather miftaks, the 
finds the way of his paw ? The Bear, whoſe 
head or feet are alwayes in motion ? And 
arenot thele Spirits ſometimes like a Nog ? 
Whoſe common diftempers arc Blood- 
thirſtinefſe and madnefſe? A creature that 
is the fire of blind whelpes , which (as ſome 
obſerve) the more they are , the longer 
'tise*re they (ee ! And are nat theſe Spirits 
ſometimes like a chapgcable-colour'd ve- 
ſure, which by the Artof Mixture pleaſes 


and cheates the Eye? View it one way ,*tis 
G Azure, 
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Azure , not unlike Heaven ; you'd take it for 
a Robe of purity and Peace : View it an- 
other way, you'll judge it a full Sanguine, a 
garment rowl'd and delighted in. blood ! 
And are not theſe Spirits ſometimes like a 
Silver cloud ? A cloud indeed of more ſhow 
then moiſture ; a cloud that is more ready 
to beſtow his droppes upon the Sea , then 
on the Land ? Leffe profitably and lefſe na- 
turally upon the Sea, when as it owes it ſelf 
unto the Land ! View the pnder-Rebcl , the 
Rebel by Implicite Diſobedience , and is he 
not ſolemnly Ignorant , and Devoutly | 
miſchievous ? Does he not Break All Lawes, | 
whiles he would have ſome made ; ſecking 
indeed to make Law rather then preſerve | 
it ? Does he not looſe true liberty in the | 
purſuit of miftaken Liberty ? Does he not 
endeavour to Purify the Church by Sacri- 
ledge, counting it not holy , till it be Poor ? 
Is he not one of ſo cunning a Conſcience , as 
to conveigh himſelf into Slavery and Dam- 
nation ? Surely Rebellion is as the Sinne of 
Witch-craft ! 

View them in their Sycceſſe , and you 
maſt necds again view their likeneſfſe. What's 
the Succeſſe of Both ? Is it nor Sorrow ? 
Sorrow to fee their fooliſh lofſe of Inno- 
cence, and their Juſt loſſe of ſafety ? Is it 
not 
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not Poverty? Poverty , that is ſometimes a 
puniſhment for great {t1ns, and often a Pro- 
yocation to them 2 Is it not ſhame, which no 
veil can cover, nor. Impudence can Negle&? 
Is it not Death ? Death , which in moſt 
caſes is the End of miſery , but in theſe ra- 
ther the beginning ? Surely Rebellion is as 
the Sin of Wicch-crafc ! Could any man elſe 
Delight in ſorrow ? Confidently embracc 
fzars ! Leave poverty to his heirs as the (n- 
relt Inhericance, which indeed can neither 
be plunder'd nor Forfeited ? Make ſhame his 
Heraldry ; ſhame; which unhappily is as per- 
petuall as glory ! and after Death lead a life 
mixt with Death , by the ridile of miſery ? 
Yet has no: this bzea the common Reward 
and deceit of this (in? Whatſoever has been 
the Pretence , has not this been commonly 
the Reward ? Did not the Nobles under 
Henry ch: Third pretend the proteion of 
of the Pezple ? Did they not under King 
7oha, calling themſelves the Army of God, 
pretend the Prote&ion. of Royalty, though 
not ofthe King himſelf who (as ſome fallily 
tell us) had given away his Royalty and 
People to the Pope ? Did they not under 
Edward the Second pretend the protefion 
of v-rcue ic ſelf ? And did not Wiat among 
ethers pretend whe protection of Religion 
G 2 it 
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itſelf? Yet did all theſe pretended prote&ions | 
of Royalty , of People , of vertue, of Reli- 
gion ,-prote& them from the common Fate 
and Merit of Pretenders ? Could then Re- 
bellion till prevail on reaſon , were it not a 
Witch-eraft 2 Behold its ſuccefſe in pifture, 
that is,in its Deſolations ; and can the News 
ſo much affe&, as the Sorrow diſatfe& ? 
Behold Nefolations in the City , the late 
Royal City ; does it not ſend out its People, 
brought up in Peace, tothe Sword ? Docs 
it not wofully empty it (elf of finnes by em- | 
ptying it (elf of finners ? Arenot its Palaces | 
defam'd into Jails ? Places of Honour and 
liberty changd into places of ſhame and 
Reftraint ? Are not its Churches , where for- | 
merly was ſounded the Goſpell of Peace, 
fill'd with the clamoars though not of Law, 
yet of Warre ? Are-nort their ſtreets, where 
once Joy and Freedome triumph'd , ſcarce 
free for a Loyal whiſper or a figh ? Are not 
her Inhabitants Stripe , though not by 
Iſraelites, yetras Agyptians * Have they not 
loſt their Jewels with their Peace ? And 
could Rebellion thus prevail , were it not a 
.Witch-crafe!B-hold defolations in the Coun- 
try / Is not the Horſe almoſt grown a ſtran- 
ger to the Plow , and more acquainted with 
the Muſique of the Piſtol , then of the oy ? 
The 


| 
1s 
| then with the youk?Has not the flame lick'd, 
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if not devour'd beautify] habitations ? Is not 
the whole year become an Autumne,where- 
in Trees, by unhappy neceſfity,ſeem as care- 
Icfſely to fall , as formerly leaves ? Is not all- 
molt every where Baldneiſe infteed of Beau- 
ty  ASit Warre meant not to leave felling, 
till there were no timber left to helve an 
Axe ! And could Rebellion thus prevail , 
were it not a Witch-craft ? Behold Deſola- 
tions in the Univerſities ! Doe not the Arts 
mourne, as if their former Blackes had nor 
been a token of civility , but of propheſy ? 
May not Grammar forget congruity in ſuch 
an Ape of Irregularity ? Is not Rhetorique 
a Solceciſme , betraying its decay of Art , if 
it beftowes wordes on that ſorrow , which 
is beft expreſs'd by iil:nce? Poerry , though 
it have rather Argument then Leafure , may 
yet tear to be no lefſe poſed then Employd , 
Invention being prevented an} out-gone by 
Aion ! Logique, cannot well retain its Rea- 
fon, being fo over ſet with Diſloyalty and 
ltrite ? Arithmetique, that was once not tired 
in numbring the ftars and Sands,now tai); 
with Melancholy in reckning the lain and 
captives ? Geometrie, that was acquaintcd 
and delighted wich Holy ArchiceCure , hns 
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now employment but in the Trench and 
Bulwarke !' A\trozomie has more Galileans 
ſtill gazing at the etf<&s of her laſt Comer, 
then at all her Stars ! The Oprtiques, as it In- 
juriovuſly hindred , weep , that now ſcarce 
any thing is (cen but by RefraKion z which 
yet may be increas'd by our juſt tears ' M- 
ſfique is ſo fled or chang'd , that Harmony , 
like Obedience , may only be found in Hea- 
ven , or the Heavenly ! The Earth, the Wa- 
ter, the Aire, the Fire , arc even ſo Tainted, 
that Pb:/oſophy knows not its own Elements ! 
and ſo divided , as if they] would 
ſcarce agree to farther compoſition ? Mo- 
rality ! Looks it not like an old peece of 
chivalry ? The Vertnes and vices being taken 
for Wanderers and Phanſy , for Utopians 
Errant ? Oeconomie, may it not fear a famine, 
and implore your Honourable mercy ? It 
the Plow ceaſe the Grinders muſt ceaſe 3 
and the Mourners , if there {all be ary , 
and they able to goe , may goe about the 
Streets ! Policy is become of more Praftice 
then Succefſe, and very like the Ital:au Va- 
ſters,of that Craft ; being commonly as Bad 
and unhappy as Macchiavel and his Borgia! 
The Phzf1ian has not loſt his Art, but Tir'd 
it , inthe diſcovery of diſeaſe, in rhe reco- 
ry of Health; which alwayes was held Im- 
perte& , and now Faigned / The Law _ 
ue 
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the old Enmity of Man; but not the old Re- 
medy ! Divinity is become like prophan'd 
Majeſty. It had once Prerogative;now Sub- 
fhitence ts denicd ! It ſeem'd once to; have its 
part, whiles on Farth , in Heaven : and ſure- 
ly now it ſeems to have no part in Farth ! 
*Twas once the Rule of Reaſon and Wiſ- 
dome : 't is now the Servant of Ignorance 
and Outrage ! The Prieſt had once a part in 
moſt Sacrifices : the Prieſt himſelf is now 
become the Sacrifice ! And could Rebellion 
thus Prevail , were it not a Witch-craf\t ? 
Bchold defolations in the Ficld,a great Acel- 
dama a field of Blood , a field of Battel ! 
Where deſtru&ion is an Art ! Where to de- 
face the workmanthip of God in Man is glo« 
ry ! Where Phlebotomy is not Cure , but 
miſchicf ! The Blood ſo flowing , as if the 
Body were all Vein ! Where the Horſe and 
his Rider ſtrive as much to ſurpaſſe one an 
other , as to ſurpaſſe the Enemy , whiles in 
a ſuperexaltation of courage , they ſeem as 
greedy of death, as of Viftory! Where the 
Sword and the Speare , the Inſtruments of 
DeftruRion are deſtroyd ! Where the Roa- 
ring of the Canon , and the Groancs of the 
Wounded are a Repreſentation and mixture 
of the moſt obſtinate Terrours Thunder 
and Hell! And could Rebellion thus prevail, 
were it not a Witch-craft ? A like then they 
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are , unhappily a like ; both Pernicious, both 
Diffuſive ! plagues that invade Countries 
and Pzople ! Our Neighbonr France; it the 
Confeſſion of a Witch may be believ'd , had 
init at one time , as Bodiue rclls us , above a 
hundred thouſand Witches ! A halt quarter 
of the Number had been wonder and plagne 
enough ! And has it not had alio thouſands 
of Rebels ? Diſeaſes theſe are , that in our 
own Country have over ſpread Man and 
Ages ! The Records of each Country can 
witneſſe againſt Witch-craft : the Records 
of our Nation can witnefſe againft Rebel- 


lion. Peraſe our ſtory for allmoſt ſjxe Apes, | 


from the Invaſive Armes of the Norman to 


theſe preſent Inteſtine , and you ſhall ſcarce | 


find the Raigne of any Prince free from the 
Dittreiſe of Treafon or Warre ! Not the 
Cruelty of the Conquerour , the Proſperity 
of Henry the Second , the Vifories of E4- 
ward the Third , nor the cunning of Henry 
the Fourth ; Not the magnaminiry of Heary 
the Fifr , the Simplicity of Henry the Sixt 
the Pruderice of Hexry the Seaventh, nor the 
confidence of Henry the Eight ; Not the In- 
nocency of Edward the Sixth, the devotion 
of Queen Mary, the Juſtice of Queen Eliza- 
beth , nor the mercy , nor the Manifold Ex- 
cellencies of our late & preſent Soveraignes, 
have 
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have yet preſerv'd them from the Diſtreſſe 
of Treaſon or Warre ! As if the Wiſdome of 
the Divine Vajeſty would in this Lite tem- 
per the iclicity of Humane Vajelty with tome 
diſtempers ! And teach a People, it uhey be 
His people , that they arc not only the Pco- 
ple of his paſture , but alſo the Sheep ot his 
Hand ; that he does not only Feed them,bur 
Examine them;that when they come into his 
hand, it uſually is to be Fleeced or Curcd, 
and (o is uſually net without lofſe or pain. 
But ſhall wee now more neerly fee the 
Provications to permit Rebellion , in reſpe& 
of God ? Religion and Conſcience will tind 
out fins ! Sins in the City ; behold pride of 
wealth, though often got by a (crvile hand ! 
Envy at Nobility , though the proper right 
of Birth or vertue! Glatrony , a vice 
in a great Fortune, a Curſe in a ſmall. De- 
ceit in Trade, a ſecret Theft : E xtortion, an 
Impudent Theft ! Libertiniſme ;z an Indepen- 
dency , proper to the Devils Corporation, 
being never granted by God or Prince ! Sins 
inthe Country ; behold pride alſo there 3 _ 
the Inferiour ſwelling not towards the 
worth of his ſuperiour, but rhe vanity ! Bc- 
hold alſo there a Lay-Non-Reſidency of 
the Rich, which in times of peace, too much 
neg'eRing their Habitations , may _ ro 
1avc 
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have provoked God to Negl:& them : and 


as they have depriv'd the Countrey of Fx- 
emplary vertue and of its Native wealth , by 
carrying up their wealth and appetites to 
the great City, their gold , by the Alchywy 
of Sin, returnes exchangd in Lead and Stcel, 
to lay waſt their dwellings!Behold alſo their 
malice , the melancholy of Sin, corrupting 
the opportunity of bl-fſed contemplation, 
into the Curſe of Imagining miſchief 1 Sins 
ſhall we find alſo in the Reſidences of the 
Muſes ? Alas, they have more need of Com- 


fort, then accuſation ; yet ſome would there | 


eſpy out pride. But can we ſuppoſe it in an | 


eſtate foundcd upon pietic ? 't Were againſt 
Juſtice. Can we ſuppoſe it in an eftate 
founded upon Worth ? *t Were againſt wiſ- 
dome; worth being moſt Humble, when it is 
moſt Some would efpy out floath ; which 
there were rather an Impropriety , thena 
vice, being contrary to the nature of [,cam- 
ing,which , like vertue . delightes in Aion. 
Bur can any eye eſpy out Coveteouſteſſe, be- 
ing incon{iftent with the Liberall Arts 2 Sins 
ſhall we find alſo in an Army ? Yetthere 
in ſome behold Rapine, that makes pretence 
Title and violence pofſefſion 1 Bchold drink 
and luſt, by which valoor is wounded with- 
out a bullet , and ſham'd without Flight! 
Be- 
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Bchold the Day of Divine worſtip ; and 
happy were it , If the Body of that worſhip 
were at leaſt attended with the due ſhadow 
of it. Behold the injury offerd tro Gods Ho- 
nour in his Name , a fin that is moſt Fami- 
liar , and (ſhould be moſt ſtrange to a profeſ- 
fion , that ſtands ſo much upon point of Ho- 
nour. The great Satyriſt called a Souldier a 
Sacrament , or Oath, becauſe a ſworn Man, 
or one that had taken the Oath of Fidelity 
tothe Roman General. Yet without hgare 
he did intend, it ſhould be underſtood Nor 
without Figure. But now we muſt dehire , 
that an Oath and a Souldier may not be+ 
come the ſame Thing , and ſo unhappily 
looſe a very good Figure! And are there not 
yet other provocations, Entravagant both 
for their Subjc& and Degree ? Is not the un- 
derſtanding ſometimes too Audaciovs , 
(welling into Hereſy , as againſt even the 
Godhead of our Saviour ? For which Re- 
bellions againſt God , does not God often 
ſuffer Rebelllons amongſt Men ? Did not 
Poſa the Feſtit within aTen year's Remem- 
brance , raiſe even the Spaniſh devotion , 
though ſo Saturnize, in too many, and too 
great ones , unto Opinions not only againſt 
the School-maſter of their Church, Aquinas, 
and the Fathers of the Church , bur with a 
precile 
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Has not their own Vargas ' whither under 
a Name of Truth, or of Fi&ion and Safety) 
diſcovercd the danzer with as great Zeal , as 
the Iberian ſtatifts have endeavourcd to co- 
ver it with \Wiſdome ? And yet may we not 
ſuſpe& ſuch Tumulrt in Religion , to be Re- 
preſented , if not rewarded in their Catalo- 
nian Tumules ? Which withourt a Fleet may 
ſeem to have brought the Netherlands into 
Spain ? And is not the underſtanding ſome- 
times to9 Humble,falling to an Adoration of 
humane Wiſdome, thereby ſhewing its bu- 


preciſc Impiety againſt the Apoſtles creed ? 


mane folly,whiles it would make Men, what | 


God will not make them , Infallible ? The 
Council of the Amphiciyones,that long ſaved 
Greece from diffolution , could not at laſt 
ſave it (elf from it! It proved Finite, both in 
the Degree of the wiſdome and the conti- 
nuance ; though it continued {1xteen Hun- 
dred years. The great Concil of God's own 
people, were fo deſerted of God , that they 
condemn'd the Son of God of Blaphemy a- 
gainſt God! To overvalew Humane power 
is likewiſe an argument ot humane weak- 
n:{ſe. Whiles our Seas and Cliffes have made 
us ſwell with pride , and ftand-high with 
ſcorne of a forraigne Enemy , have we not 
forgettully divid:d our (clves againſt oor 
(clves, 


—__— 


| 
[ 
: 
1 
( 
r 
z 


Of Rebellion. 89 


ſelves becoming like the Waves and Cliffes, 
which we would needs be like, one dread- 
fully daſhing againſt the other? And are not 
the affe&ions ſometimes dangerouſly Fixt 
on the defence of an old plunder ? Nay, the 
attempt of a New ? Impropriations are the 
outcry of many 3 bnt are they the Care of 
many ? Or is their Reſtitution wiſh'd with 
as due Charity , as Zeal ? Outcry for the 
Church muſt not deſerve an Qutcry againſt 
the Church. Are the Pofſefſours of them 
more endebted to the Church, then other 
Chriſtians, when they receive no more be- 
nefit, then other Chriſtians ? Are they held 
ofthe Church , or of the Law 2 And ſhall 
the Higheſt Aſſurance, Law , by which they 
arc held , make the purchaſe juſt ; and thall 
the Higheſt Affurance, Law , make the poſ- 
ſefion unjuſt ? As then Religion tells us, that 
the bleſſing of the reſtitution concerns a 
People; ſo Juſtice tells vs , ſo Charity not 
only towards the people , whom this Spi- 
ritually concernes ; but alſo towards the 
particularPofſefſours whom this temporally 
concernes,require the Charge of the ref:itu- 
tion , of the people that are partakers of the 
Blefling ; a blelling doubtlefſe , no lefle roffi- 
ble, then Admirable ? Admit in ſome lati- 
tude of reckoning , the Number of Impro- 
friations 
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priation3 were Fower thouſand; adinit theic | 


value were thrice fowcr (ublidies; Wiſdome, 
and Pcace , and Time, can contrive the re- 
dzmption; and inviting God to bettow on 
our Nation Pardon and Fame,Eternize This 
for the Great , the Holy Councill ; and This 
people for the Holy People ! But are there 
not ſome more ready to take away, or ex- 
change, what is left ? As if they would teach 
the living ro maxe a New will for the Dead? 
Nay , for the living God ? Who has by his 
own*Authority freely annex*'d Tith to the 
Priethood of Melchizedec , and therefore 


made ic as perpetual, and (o as unchangea- | 


ble, as that Prictthood, And are not the at- 
feftions ſometimes dangerouſly changeable, 
preferring Innovation and Hope before cx- 
perience and Safety? Did not this overthrow 
the Athenians, though Proud and Subtle ! 
Did they not Obey and Enjoy for almoſt 
five handred' years a Free Monarchy ? Did 
they not afterwards impaire their Gover- 
ment and Happineſle, by making their Prin- 
ces, though Perpetuall , ſubje& yet to Ac- 
count and Cenſure? And though Feare 
check'd them from farther vanity for ſome 
hundreds of ycares, yer by nzw changes to 
Decennial Principality, then to Democracy, 
then tp Oligarchy , were they not firſt de- 
cely 
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ceiv'd, and at laſt undone ? Did not their 
Truſt choole and miſtake a Conncill of 
Fower Hundred? whom neither Number 
nor Modeſty could reftraine from Tyranny? 
Did it not afterwards miſtake Thirty, whoſe 
number indeed was lefſe , but not their In- 
juſtice did they not at laſt, againft the 
udgement and Spirit of their Beft Oratour, 
acknowledge the petty Macedonian for their 
Maſter , who would not endure the Re- 
nownd Perſian for their Lord? Nay, when 
as they had indifferemtly eſcap'd the ſubril- 
ty of Philip, and the power of Alexander ? 
Let every one then be Freely ſubje&, be 
wiſely ſubje& to that Advice of the wiſe 
King, Meddle not with them, that are given 
to Change. A change it is and a wonder, 
that Senſe ſhould Rule, ſhould Enforce Rea- 
ſon; That the Body ſhould rule the Head! 
When in all cauſcs a King is nzxt under God 
Supreame Governour, how can a people 
whether fingle or united, be the Gover- 
nonr of That Governour ? A great Coun- 
cill may be the Adviſer of a Prince ; but as 
the Statute-Law of our Prayer Binds us to 
Confefſc betore God, it is God that is the 
only Rulzr of Princes. That Councill than 
is truly Great, that is as Great in Loyalty, 
aSin Advice; A Councill, that wriics its 
itory 
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ſtory and Honour in its Loyalty ; a Coun- 
cill, that meddles not with them , that are 
given to Change. And yet there are two 
Changes I awfull ; whereot the one will all. 
wayes be deiir'd,and the other Ought to be; 
one is a Change in a deliverance from di- 
ftreſſe; Nature reaches This to bs Lawtal ; 
Grace farther teaches , that the means muſt 
be Lawful. We muſt not remove Temporal 
Evils by Spiritual Evils , miſery by Difloyal- 
ty 3 no, not Spiritual Evils by Spiritual Evils, 
We muſt help our ſclves not by a violence, 
againſt man , but by a holy violence 
the force of Prayer , with God. Then will 
he make the Chriſtian yoke perfeAly Chri- 
ſtian, that is, an caſy yoke. Gods Witdome 
and Juſtice ſo order the World , that gene- 
rally People under Paganiſme or Mahome- 
taniſme are undcr Tyrannies ; as if the ftate 
of their Bodies Imitated and Exprels'd the 
ſtate of th:ir ſouls. Indeed they are a Peo- 
ple and only by Force : but they that are 
orderd by the Gentleneſſ: of Grace , genz- 
rally enjoy the Government of Grace and 
Peace. If then even Chrittians feel grievous 
miſcries , they malt in a Juttitying of Gods 
Taftice , acknowledge grievous Sins 3 and it 
miſeries without amendment, their fins alfo 


to bs without due amendment, Which 
moves 
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moves toa ſecond change, which ought to 
be defir'd , Deliverance from ſinne. And if 
we compare theſe deliverances, wee ſhall 
find the firſt to be the effe& of the ſecond;the 
Outward of the Inward; God making the 
Soule the beſt .Phyſttian of the Body. A- 
eainſt.the Miſchiefes of Witch-craft, ſome re- 
lare, that the Toad-ftone is of Power : bat 
more wiſcly, becauſe more naturally , they 
avouch , that ir is excellently powerfull to 
drive poyſon from the Heart, as alfo to cure 
Firie Swcllings. A fad, yet an Inftrudive 
embleme of a State; and no lefſe ſtrange in 
ſtory, then in Vercue. Cruſius the Svevian 
Annaliſt tells of one, that by a Rivers fide 
diſcover'd a prodigious heap of venomous 
creatures , which for the terrour of their 
noiſe and number, might, it ſeems, have ex- 
ercis'd as well a mans Saving faith as his Hi- 
ſoricall; and that on the Third day, before 
which they did not diſperſe theniſelvee, 
there remain'd only a Snake on a maſſe of 
Slime, a dead Toad, and, neere the Place, a 
precious tone , which bcing brought away 
and eleans'd appeard afterward to be the 
Eft:& and Remedie of rank: Poy.on. A 
ſtrange experiment of the Divine Love ; 
waich out of a Conſultation of Venomes, 


could produce Health; 'as out of Corrupt 
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Mamners wholſome Lawes ; and by Divine 
Art change Viper into Reftorative / O let us 
then by the Art of Miſery, the Art of Pray- 
er, attempt the like happy , the like wiſe 
Wonder ! Let us from Sinne , whether our 
own or Others, grow Holy ; from the De- 
pree of Sinne, more Holy! Let the _—_— 
of Grace beget Peace ; Let the Progreſſe 
it beget Lnve. Let us Conjure-downe the 
Witchcraft of Rebellion , not by Exorciſme 
but Repentance. Let us more tremble at Sin, 
then at the Sward; nay, let us (o feare 
God, that we may feare only God. So will 
the Lord of Hoaſts become unto us the 
Prince of Peace, and beſtow upon us the 
Peace of God; which though in its exce]- 
' lency it paſſes all underſtanding , yet {hall its 
Comforts affe& our AﬀeAions and Senſe, 
Which Bleſſings , O Lord , beſtow upon us, 
that in Unity we may blefſe Thee, the ble(- 
ſed Trinity ; to which Three Perfons and 
One God , be aſcrib'd the Glory of Power 
and Peace, World without end. 
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Abſalom ſaid moreover, O that IT were 
made Fudge in the Land, that every 
Man which hath any Suit or Cauſe, 
might come unto mee, and I would doe 

him Juſtice, \ 
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| Hiles the moſt exellent 

Angell was content with 

his own excellency, he re- 

tain'd it; but when hee 

ain''d at Anothers excellency , he loft his 
own; and thus by the ſtrange impoſition of 
miſtake, became a Divell , when he thoughr 
to become a God. Which unhappinefſe of 
the moſt happy Angell, that ſhould have 
been unto man an cxample of Terrour, is 
become unto him an example of imitation: 
and man, rather then kee will not be like 
an Angell in the Height of his Attempt , will 
be like him in the miſery of hig Fall. And ſo 
like unto him he is in the miſery of his Fall, 
that this Great Sinne look'd like a defile- 
ment rather of the Spirit, 'then of the Body. 
He would needs in Excellency be like' even 
unto God, by which deſire he became un- 
like him ; and aiming tro become more then 
Man, he became lefſe then Man ; this was a 
ſecond Adam of his own making. This meer 
Man thought it no Robbery to be Equall 
to God; and made his dejire no lefſe Fond 
then Wicked; ic being as moch withovr 
pofhibility , as without Reverence. An: as 
this Adam did nor dye without Ifſue, no 
more did his Appetite 3 an Appetite tO attain 
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Glory without Goodnedſle ; like that of a 
deceiving and a deceiv'd Beauty ; which 
f:tches Complexion not from the Blood, 
bat trom the Bone. And this falle Appetite 
tofalſe Glory, as in former times it cdlefcen- 
ded toa Lamech or a Nimrod , men devoted 
to Kill or Tame Mankind ; ſo in aftcr-times 
to an Abſalom, who was as verily the ſonne 
of Adam, as of David. Like David he Fell, 
but not like Danid roſe again. Like Adam 
he fell: the Tree was a Miſchiefe to them 
both; to the one by the Frun : to the other 
by the Bough ; and though Adam's fall was 
a greater Miſchicte to Others , A5ſalow!'s 
was probably a Greater miſchictc to Him- 
ſelfe. Yet ſince Ruine is Inftru&ive, affor- 
ding as well Wiſdome, as Melancholy , wee 
may with (afety and Delight view the Per- 
ſon, this Perſon, Abſalom; as fingular for his 
Variety, as for his Crime. We may view his 
Diligence, in the promoting of his Plott, 
though not of Himfclfe. Much had be done, 
much had he ſaid ; yer more he Pocs, and 
more he ſaics ; He ſaid Moreover, We may 
view his Ambition, yea his Hearc, which is 
at bis Mouth, before his Words ; they were 
uiter'd with a Sigh, O, that ] were maae 
Fudge in the Ladd. A very fitt one in his 
Own Judgement , and therefore Wy 
the 
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the lefſe Fit . Wee may view the Extent of 
| | his Ambition, which with more impudence 

| then Yufhciency , dcfires that Every man, 

which has any Suit or Cauſe, might come 
unto Him. This Judge would be a Judge of 
| Judges, a Supreame One. We may view the 
Pretence of his Ambition ; Hee would doe a 
Royall wonder ; he would pleaſe God and 
Man; He wonld doe Juftice. O the Devotion 
of Treaſon! the Tuftice of Injnftice ! that 
would wrong a King, by ſ:eming to Right a 
People ! This is the way of Abſalom, the 
Perſon to be view'd; whoſe Folly, by the Are 
of Examplz, may make Others wiſe, Behold 
Abſtthom. 

A man ſo excellent , that you may find in 
him all cxcellencies, except Soveraignty and 
Grace. Would you ſee the Glory of Birth? 
In this he did as much ſarpaſſe his Brethren, 
as Saul in ſtature ſurpaſs'd the People. Even 
Solon , his brother, was but a younger 
brother, and in Birth meaner. He was indeed 
the Sonne ofa King , but Avſalom was the 
| Sonne and Nephew. Iſrael and Geſpur con- 
fpir'd to ennoble this Contpiratour. Solo- 
mon's Mother was the Wife of a King,. Abſa- 
lom's Mother was the Wife and Daughter of 
a King , which doubled Blood doubled his 
Spirits, and made the Pulſe of his Ambitiorf 
H 4 beat 
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beate High. Would you fee the Glory of 
Comlineſſe ? B:hold this delicate Impoſture 
of Nature; fram'd by Nature, as it were by 
Art, to Deceive and Pleaſe, From the Sole 
of the Foot even to the crowne of the Head 
he was without blemiſh; he was an Abſa- 
lom. Had Vertue been to be piftur'd, it 
might have been made like Abſalom, who was 
deſtitute of that, which he was moſt like. 
Would you ſce the Glory of Age? He was 
abour the Vidſt and ſtrength of Mans Time. 
He wanted nothing to the felicity of yeares 
bur. the Pate of a Coronation. Of this de- 
f-& indeed in a ſound Body his mind fell 
fick; which caſt him into fome convuylitons 
of Treaſon. He was mature for Gover- 
ment, had he not been more ready to rule 
others, then Himſclfe. Will you fee the Glo- 
ry of Subtilty ? Hz was ſuch a Maſter in the 
Politicks, that he ſeem'd to maſter the Ma- 
ſter of them, 4hith;phcl: whoſe Oracle was 
at His command and Cenſure. He knew A- 
bhithophePs inhrmity, as well as his Wiſdome; 
his defire of Honour and Revenge He knew, 
that a reverend Countailor might in a poſ- 
fible trailty hove ro have his Wiſdome more 
admir'd undcr a Young, then under an A- 
ged maſter, He knew Abithopbel had been 
ywrong'd in his Neece Bathſheba; though 
lotſe 
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loffe of her Good name was partly recom- 
penced by a Greate. And thus he made 
him venture to repay linne with finne , Mur- 

cr with Treaſon; and by a new Maſter to 
revenge himſclfe on an Old. Would you fee 
the Glory of Courage? *T was Abſalom durit 
revenge his injur'd Siſter, making blood the 
price of Luſt, redreſſing a Greate finne by a 
greater. 'T was Abſalom durſt revenge him- 
ſelte on Warlique Foab;to make him remems 
ber that he forgot him. He knew him to be 
a warriour, and dealt with him in a milita- 
ry way;he fir'd his tecld of Corne;to let him 
know , that he had but chang'd his flame of 
Love into the flame of revenge; inviting kim 
thus by a diſcourtely , to doe him a Cour- 
tcly with the King. Would you ſee the Glo- 
ry of Hope? He was in the Eye and Heart of 
the People: he was the Eye and Heart of the 
people ; their Delight and Life, Their Love 
to David was grown old like David ; and 
liking any Innovation, ſo of their owne 
choyce, they would by a kind Treaſon, obey 
his Sonne, counting it not a Lofſe, but a 
Change of [ otalty. And {hall we now won- 
dcr it ſuch a multitude of excellencies'be at- 
tended by the Multitude? If the Glory of 
Birth, of Comelincfle, of Age; it the Glory 
of Subtilty, of Courage, of Hope , ſo daze 
thc 
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the eyes of the People, that with Civill [do- 
Jatry they miſtake and adore a Rebell for a 
King? And yet though they would not ſee, 
they might have Remembred the Faults of 
Abſalom, as well as of David , They might 
at leaſt have remembred the Vanity of his 
Pillar , which indeed he ere&ed to his Me- 
mory; a remembrance rather of folly then 
oft Worth. Abſalom having no Sonne, a mo- 
nument of Nature, to preſerve his Name, 
thought to ſupplie it by a monoment of Art, 
like the Rh»41an folly of the Col ; which 
though it was twelve years in Eredting , &re 
five times iwwelve was dcmoliſh'd in the mo- 
ment of an Earthquake, in Diſpatch, Quick; 
in Fame, Perpetuall ! Trajans Pillar was 
more happy; being after irs fall rais'd apain. 
Shall we ſay it ſeems more happy then Tra- 
jan? Whiles of the Memoriall of a Heath2n, 
it is mide the Pedeſtall,, of a Chriftian me- 
moriall , the Crofſe ? Bur Abſalow's Pillar 
has not by Induſtry wonne a more laſting 
memory, thea the Kings dale in which ir 
ſtood; or then the Heape of ſtones over his 
traiterons Carcaſſe, and that withour Ex- 
pence or Care. The firſt Age too, we hear, 
had pillars, intend:d Monuments of Arts 
and Skill; fecur'd by their conſtitution of 
Bricke and Stone againft Flood and Fire ; 
but 


wy) = Www #6 


O_o nn—_———ns 
[0 


Of Abſaloms Ambition. 103 


but, alas, they fell like thoſe that raisd them, 
though not ſo ſocn. Their Cement was bur 
fraile againſt Time and the Pickaxe. Indeed, 


what is Fame without Vertue , being com- 


mitted to the ridiculous Fternity of Aire or 
Earth? ro the breath of Report, or to the 
corruptible materialls of Books, monuments 
commonly. but of raggs and gall. And whac 
were Abſeloms Abilities, but the Occations 
and Companions of Treaſon ; with which 
they were at a Peace of Conſent to raiſe a 
Warre. 

Behold his Diligence, in his, Preparation; 
which he makes fo viſible , that you muſt 
needs behold ir. Bchold his Chariots and 
his Horſes, which by the Eare command the 
Eye to attend them; the Wheele and Hoofe 
ſeeming as furious, as the Chariotier and 
Ambition, Bchold his fifty (laves, though 
not his Subje&s, running before him, occa- 
honing others to runne to ſee them. Hee 
would have the Glory of Majeſty, though 
he had nor the Right, He roſe early : Guile 
is nnnaturaily watchfull , as Innocency 1s 
commonly too Secure, He ſtood belide the 
way of the Gate: He was neerer to the Seat 
of Juſtice, then to Juſtice. Hee. waited on 
the People as they came; but it was that they 
might come and waite on Him. His Enquiry 
ſeem'd 
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ſcem'd Love, being about their Cities and 
Cauſes. Indced all their Cities, that is a 
Kingdome, was his Aime; and the Main 
Cauſc, which hee intended , was his Own. 
Hee bids them {:e , that their matters were 
Right; when as his Heart could rightly tell 
him, that his own were wrong. Hee {laun- 
derd his Soveraigne of Injuſtice & Sloath; as 
that he would not do Juſtice, no not by a 
Deputy. Nor does hee here reſt; his Tongue 
could no more reft , then his Heart. And 
yet he ſpake net in Vanity, but Cunning. 
This Great Artiſt knew both the Rule and 
Uſe of filence , When his Revenpe intended 
the death of his brother 4 #0 , hee ſpake 
neither good, nor bad ro him; as it his bro- 
ther had been dead allready. Yer when his 
Plort prompred his Tongue , he could work 
a Politique Miracle upon Himſclfe, and ſpeak. 
Stlence and Speech are like the Tongue , to 
which they belong; which by the Ancients 
was held Sacred ro Mercury, with them a 
Deity and a Planet; good with the good and 
bad with the bad ; and ſuch is the Tongue 
with a Good or a Bad Heart, Silence, that 
Hides a Miſchiefc , is a Vſchiefe;and Speech, 
thac Promores a Viſchicte, is a greater Mit- 
chief; and ſuch was the Silence and Specch 
of Abſal.ax ; whoſe Silence was Murder, - nad 
TO 
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his Speech Treaſon. He mor'd the Peovle 
to remove David: he moy'd the people to 
Settle Himſelte in the Throne ; even in that 
Throne from which his Merits ſhould have 
expefcd rather Judgement, then Honour. 
Full was his Heart, and neither Nature nor 
Ambition would let it breake. Speak there- 
fore he' Muſt, and he Does Speake, that 
whigh his own ſubtilty knew to be Folly, 
had he not ſpoken it to the People. To theſe 
indeed his: Treaſon, nay his Confeffion of 
Treaſon, ſeem'd Reformation, Let his own 
mouth judge him , whiles his Defire ſays 
moreover, O, that I were made Fudge in tbe 
Land, © 2 
The Deſire of things needfull-is naturall: 
the defare of things pleaſant is ſometimes law. 
full, moſt commoaly dangerous: which latrer 
as we muſt allwayes ſuſpe&; ſo muſt we never 
corrupt the former. We muſt not corrupt 
juſt defires by unjuſt meanes to effe& var 
detires. A figh then for that which we may 
not defire, deſerves a figh. Yet ſuch is the ſor- 
row of ambition: which though it implies a 
love of ones (elfe, implies as certainely a vex- 
ation of one's ſelfe: which yera ſigh ſeemes 
to mitigate, though nor ſatisfy; as if the defire 
and the figh would be loſt rogerher, But ſure. 
ly ambition is unhappily more conſtant: And 
though 
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though it be a vanicy, yet in the purſure of 
it's obje& is rather (wift then fickle. Thus 
Abſalom's tongue is as ready as his braine; & 
ſince he cannot conceale his treaſon, he muſt 
vary it. A King he would be: He faycs, He 
would be a Judge. His expreſſion is like his 
intention, neerer to. cunning then ro Juſtice, 
To wilh to bz a King, had ſexm'd to aime 
at the glory of Royalty:to wiſh to be a Judge 
ſeem'd to aime at the vertuc. This modeft 
Traytour would therefore ſeerme to-dehfire to 
be rather a Deliverer, then a Lord. And yet 
he wauld have his Judicature & the whole 
Land have the ſame bounds; His ambition 
would not yet diſcover it (eſte to be bound+ 
lefſe. Yet a King he would be: but how ſhall 
he be. what he would be? were he a King he 
ſhould command; but as yet he can bur in-+ 
treate, that he may command. A King he 
would be; but of whoſe making would he be? 
Nat of God's making; for he had made Da- 
vid; whom though he afflifted, be lov'd;nay, 
therefore lov'd, becauſe he but afflited him. 
Nor-conld he be of David's making: who 
neither could undervalue Rayaley, being 
Gad's favour; Nor negle& a People, being 
his charge. A King'then he could be made 
onely by the People & the Devill; whiles by 
the Pcople & Treaſon; whiles againſt tho 
conſcgr 
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conſent of God & Dayia. But have we not 
now ſome that would pleade for Abſalom? 
not that they would ſhew their love, bur 


; their power, to make a King. Have we not 


ſome, thart tell us, that power is originally in- 
herent in the people? This ſeemes indeed a 
profound do&rine; and ſurely itis as deepe 


as Hell: yer is it as poſlible, as viefull to diſco- 
| verthe j 

| trineexcludes all Kings from originall power 
| givingit fo unto the people: when even as nx- 
| turally they may pleade, that all power is 0- 


a of this darknefſe, This doc- 


riginally in the body, notin the head. For 
they conceive a people, as without a King; 
when as Nature teaches us, that -the chiefe 
ſrength, the direftive ſtrength, is originally 
in the Head; Reaſon and Senſe being, thence 
detiv'd. Nay, what Power at all the Body 
has, cannot be learn'd at all of the Body; 
it muſt be taught by the Head : which not 
proudly, bat truly teaches ys, that the mem- 
bers cannot be direCed into a wiſe Society 
without the Head, Strength there may be 
in the Blind: but Strength requires the Eye, 
and fo the Head, for Dire&ion, The Wit- 
dome ot the Head has a naturall Supremacy 
over the Members; Thus Society is not on- 
ly a Number of Men, but alſo an Order. And 
the belt Order is not where a member is ex- 


alted 
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alted into a head; this is rather monſter, then 
order. The truc head in order of naturall 
| birth is elder then all the members. But have 
we not (ome, that make man the voluntary 
authour of Dominion? the Law the Inſtru- 
m:nt, and God bur the eltablither of bath? 
Sce th2 acutenefſe of this humane wiſedome, 
bur ſe: alſo the overſight of ic! If man be the 
authouc of Goveram:nt, then ſurely, Go- 
vernm:nt being ſuch a height of wiſedome, 
matt nzeds have a wiſe man for the authour 
of ic; And which is thac moſt like to be, a 
King or a Sabje&? A King by Govermznt 
has an acknowledg'd: Power and Wiſdome: 
a Sn1bje& has thus by his Suppos'd Choile 
a Nec:ffary Obedience. Now can a man ſup- 
pos' fo wiſe, as to be able to chooſe a King, 
and fo Free, as to owe Subje&ion to no 
man, freely make a Law againſt his own 
Frecdome? Surely then, it man (hall be the 
Auchor of Goverment, he maſt- not be a 
Subje& but a King; a King made by the 
Power of his Wiſdome, before he was made 
by the power of the People; ſo that hee was 
a King, b:fore he was choſen to be a King; 
arg] rather Declar'd to be ſuch , then made 
ſuch. But theſe men intend the People for 
the Author, as the Law for the Inſtrument; 


Since then the People are a Party to the 
Deed, 
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Deed, who ſhall. be Judge , if Noubt ariſe ? 
ſhall C:ch wiſdome as is able to Chooſe a 
King.overſte (ouch an Inconvenience,ar preat, 
4s Endleſs?Or ſhall God be the Judge,whom 

theſe make the. Eftablither ? Surely if God 

ſhall' by mati be admitred ; to be as well 

the Judge , at the witneſs of the Deed ; 
wheh doubt utiſes how "ſtall his Judg- 
ment appeare ? Shall we ckpeR a vore from 
a Sindi-Cloud , or from ah Angel ,. or Pro- 

phet, as formely among the Jews This were 
not to conſult God,but ro Tempt him. Un- - 
leſs then Royahic be from a Greater Autho- 
ricie than the People, all difference between 
a King and People muſt necefſarily be as 


| much without an End, as without a Judge. 
< up = 


Royalty then is Internally from G 

God of Nature, deriving it to tnan moft gra” 
ciouſly, whiles moſt quietly, by birth. Ex- 
ternal'y , it may be attributed to the Law, 
which does declare the inward Right. So 
that , the Authority is from God , the De» 
claration of ir is alſo froth the King , 


| whiles from the Law: For wrhiat is the 
' Law ? Is it not Gratiouſly the work 


ofa King ? To dcfire, and fo to Accom- 
modate a Law, is the A& 6f thic People, but 
abſolurely ro Gram a Law is the Att of a 
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ded, not to weaken Regal Right ( the Grant 
implying Right and Love; _) but to ſet forth 
as well the R__ Duty , as their Benefit , 
ſycetning and Enſuring Obedience by their 
Conſent , as firſt by their Deſire, Vainly then 
doe ſome ſay, , what they but ſay , that the 
Founraine of. Power is the People , and that 
ja Princes it is. bur Derivative. Trueitis, 
ic is but Derivative in reſpe& of God; bur in 
reſpe& of Man, that it always is ſo, or natu- 
rally fo ar. all, is no leſs ridicuſous, then Un- 
true, That nature begun .Government is 
Undeniable; which is moſt purely preſerv'd 
in Hereditary Monarchie : ſo that all other 
Goverment is either Unnatural, or Preter- 
natural;and therefore to derive Government 
from the People to the King , is as to derive 
Authoritie from the Sonne to the Father, 
or to make the River feed the Spring. Yet 
doe not fome now ſay more than Abſalom 
conld eicher know or uſe,thatGovernment a- 
mongt Chrittians is no:hing but an Apree- 
ment of Politique Corporations ? But can 
Chriſtians wb ſhamegſ{ince not without 
untruth,teach thus amangſ Chriftians?Does 
the dodrin afChriſt alter the Right ofKings? 
This is a new ſecret of new State!but no : 4 
for Converſjon of the Great Turke. Does a 
King, becoming a Chriſtian, fortcic his _ 
Ome 
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dome to his People ? or, from a Lord bee 
come a T enant at wile.C hoiſt himſcltc canghe 
Other doArine, when he ſaid, give unto Ce- 
far that which is Ceſar's; . he did not adde, 
Till he become a Chriftian. And furcly Con 
ſtantine loft nothing by ſich a Change, his 
new Chriſtian SubjcAs did not make 'their 
Soveraigne their Slave by feticring him wich 
Covenants. He was:indeed God's Officer , 
but their Ruler. But: Abſalom's aime is tot 
Right;'tis Glory ; though'his Humble Cun- 
ning will be at their Cemmand 5 tiBie can 
command: which that he may doe, he ſpeaks 
his defire , an exrent of deſire; Thar every 
man , Which hath any ſuite or Cauſe may 
come unto Him. Fe cub 477 
Was not this Confpiratour as tvold of 
wiſdome,as he was full of ſubtil:y;thad would 
expreſs his deſire in that very forme , that 
would Condemne it?Defires he. not that Aa- 
thoritie, which Conſcience and'Allegicance 
taught both Him and the Pcople, to be due 
only tothe. King ? In all Cauſes and over all 
Perſons Supreme Governmen: ? Love, the 
] ove of Beauty, as the old truth teaches us , 
is Blind , in not examining the ImpercteRions 
of it ſelfe. What 4+bſolom deſired, was an Fx- 
cellencie beyond all the exccllencies,whichhe 


had without his defire / And as ic was with- 
| 2 out 
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our dirty, ſo was it without modeſtie. Was it 
not to challenge to himſelfe as well fo much 
ability,as ſo much rage ey ſometimes 
m—_ by Choiſc, but not by a ſelfe-Choile; 
ature not allowing a Cauſe to be its own 
Effe&, When Moſes had, what Abſalom 
but defiv'd , he defir'd to be eal'd of a great 
Part of the Honour. : He was the Chiefe 
Judge 3 bor not the only Judge ; nay, in In- 
eriour Judgments not at all the Immediate 
Judge: To attend affie , is rather the bufi- 
neſſe/ of: a Domitian , then of an Emperour, 
Nature, that has given the Eagle ſo excellent 
a Sight, has given it the wiſdome in ſome 
things co neglc& the Uſe of it. What in 
Natural Knowledge is Perfe&ion,the Know- 
Irdpeof the Hyſſope,as well as of theCedar.is 
in CivilL:Aions a Weakneſs ; being to grant 
a Power and Retaine the Uſe of it. But 
[This judge: would have no Deputy ; Every 
man {hould' come unto him. He would be 
ſo Humb!:, that he would Judge the Poore: 
hc would be (o Able ,, that he would Judge 
the Judge. The Lay-man in point of Equi- 
tie ſhould be as ſacred to him as the Prieft ; 
and the Prieſt -as ſacred, as the Sacrifice. Nor 
would-he thus deſcend to the Perſon, but to 
the Buſineſs; to any ſuit, though but for In-. 
jury in Words : to any ſuitc, thoug but for 
; Injury 
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Injury in ſome Deeds leſs then ſome Words, 
And as his Juſtice would thus Deſcend., fo 
would his underſtanding Aſcend to the High- 
eſt Cauſe, He promiſcs fuch Skill and Mo- 
tion in the Orbz of Government, that ir 
kemes natural to him to know the Perigee 
and Apogee of Royalty. Docs the Cauſe 
concerne Inherirance ? His skilfu} diligence 
will both Supplic and Surpaſs the Counſai- 
lour and Survaycr. Conveighance and 'Mea- 
furcarc within His Compaſs. Docs the Cauſe 
concerne the loſſe of Goods ? He will, with- 
out #rreing a Figur -, give Judgment, and 
never Conſult with Heaven , or ſ{cem to con- 
Culc wich Hcl in the buſineis. Does it con» 
cerne a Maim: or Diflocation? He will with- 
out thr Ceremanics of Uribaſins his tookes , 
ſupolic Surgeric by Compen'ation. Does iz 
concerne Life it ſelfe ? He will make the De- 
fence of his own , buc the Remembrance of 
the Defence of theirs. He will make the Male- 
fagtour more dceply ſuifer by Intamic, than 
by Execution. He only requires the repaire 
ot all their Petitions unto Him ; wao will 
comfort them no leſs with Diſpatch , than 
chan with Juſtice. But muſt All come to him! 
why then this vecy T raitour is not the'veri= * 
clt traitonr. His Reaſon is corrupt : it 1s not 
Loft, Though Hell were his Tutour , yet he 
I 3 hates 
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hates fAnarchie he carmmot find ic There; 
there is a Prince of Parkneſe ; and fo there 
are Suveriour and Infcriour Devils: which, 
though they are unruly, are yer under Rule, 
He hats Democracy \ his hnmane wiſdome 
knows it to b: Folly;,' tv vt the Sword of 
Avthorific into a M3dmm's hand. Theveh 
he: was Gracclefs . he was not wileſs. He 
was [[onatural bur not a Natural,nor ſo mn- 
natural. He thought it monſtrous to make the 
Peo;le a King ; to make the Horſe , in whom 
there is no underſtanding, to become the 
Rider. He hares Ari/tocracy; He knows that 
many, though Great, yea become Grear, are 
neerer to Ruine by Emulation, than to fafe- 
ty by Counſaile;Frailty being more common 
to man than Virtue: fo that not only his 
Pride but his Judgment approves Monarchie; 
which is the beſt Government and the High- 
eſt, Indzed , has it not Precedency by Di- 
vine Right,whilcs it does imitate Divine per- 
fetion ? Regal power being in Virtue, not 
only as much , but more than Many ? Many 
ſtarres making but a Night, whereas one Sun 
makes a Day. But Abſalom, that does jufily 
preferre Monarchy , does unjuſtly defire to 
preferre Himfclte tro it. Yet to Atraine it he 
uſcs Floquence and pretends to ofe Juſtice, 
If they will be fayouralle ro Him , He will be 


- 
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favourable to Them;he ſays indeed he will be 
Juſt to chcm.But he invites themto give him 
the Power( which is not in their Power ) and 
He undertakes to perfeR it into the Perfor- 
mance of doing Right. They have the Word 
of a Reformer for it, & I] will do him Juſtice, 

And i will doe him Juſtice? Hope and Sil- 
lineſs are asCommodious for a Confpiratour 
to worke upon, as Malice and Zeale. Bur the 
Union of them is the moſt deſperate Prepa- 
rative to Diviſion. Can Greatneſs want At 
tendants ? Can Juſtice then the Greatneſs 
of Greatneſs , though but in Promiſe , want 
Attendents?Will they not preſs-in like Hopes 
and Injuries? Juſtice makes a King in Virtue 
like Godzit makes a Subjc& in Happineſs like 
a King. It makes a man miſtake himiclfe to 
be out of the world, before he is out of it. 
It makes him differ from the Argels rather in 
* Place,than in Condition: beffowirg on kim 
whiles on Farth, a Portion of Heaven, con- 
tent and Safety. Juſtice is ſweeter then Re- 
vengc;dclighting Nature without Rader paſ- 
fron, It makes humane Felicity like Juſtice , 
Unchangeable; and , chough it Prtvents not 
Complaint, it ſatisfies it. Juſtice is the Cure 
of Slander ; helping the Infamie of the Inno- 
cent, by rhe Infamie of the Guilty. Ir is the 
Cure of Oppretſion; whiles it makes the Op- 

I 4 preflec 
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prefſed, ifnot by Rettitution, yet by Com- 
pariſon in bett-r ſtate than the Oppreſ- 
ſoar ; depriving him of his wealih , rhe Joy 
of his Oppreſſion. It is the Cure of Vorder, 
making the ſlaine Live in the Fame of his In- 
NOcency, and the Content of his Freinds , 
whiles they ſce the Murderer not ſo happy , 
as to be forgotten. But will 4bſalom doe Ju- 
ſtice why then he will Rule according to 
Law : hee will by Law rule Others, ifnot 
Himſ:lfe. He will thzn neither Cunningly 
Pretend a Law, nor Dangerouſly Change a 
Law. He is ſo Sabrile if not fo Honeſt, as E- 
qually to diſclaime Forgery and Innovation. 
Where therc is no Law, there is no Sinne, 
which is a breach of Law. They ſhall have 
the Law therefore as much in their Fie, as in 
_ their Heart:and (© to take off the Envie from 
himſciſe, be ſooner condem'd, if Guilty, by 
Conſcience, than by him. And though by 
his Rebellion he might ſecme to diſhonour 
his Father , he does pretend to honour his 
Forefathers , whiles he pretends tro honour 
cheir Laws, it ſeemes , he thought the Pre- 
ſervation' of Old Laws, to be of more mo- 
ment, than the making of New; and the 
Preſervation of Laws to be of more moment 
than the making of them, Indced, is it not 
Folly, that lapovation in Religion ſhould be 

| counted 
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coumed folly, but Innovation in State ſhould 
be counmed Wiſdome ! as it Humane Wiſ- 
dome and Divine were rather Contrary then 
Subordinate ! Zaleucws the wiſeſt Locrian 

| made it by Law the hazard of Life, to Pro- 
poſe a New Law , if it prov'd not as well to 
be approv'd as propos'd;whereby they knew 
bt one Nzw Law in Two Hundered yeares. 
Twas certainly an argument of as much wilſ- 
dom: as Conftancy ! And as the Natural Bo- 
dy,ſo the Politique, lafts longeft;that is Leaft 
' Temper'd with. To honour ones Parents;has 
a Promiſe of Long Life: to honour our Fore- 
farhers in Honouring their Laws, cannoe 
want the bleſſing of Continuance to a Na- 
tion; Heaven more dclighting to be bounti- 
tiful co many , than to Few, where the Di- 
vine wiſdome docs not ſpecially reſtraine : 
God's Jealouſy ting in Glory, which 
being the Luſtre of his Goodnels, is in it (elfe 
as boundleſs as his Goodneſs. Since the be- 
ginning of the World the Divine Wiſdome 
never made bat ene Eminent Change in the 
Church; the Ateration of the Jewi/, Service 
into the Chriſtian ; the Moſaical Worſhip 
not Abrogating, but Perfc&ing and Enlar- 
ging the Patriarchal. And for the Chri- 
tian Service , it has not ſo properly ſuffered 
an Innovation, as a Renovation ye 
Purifi» 
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Purification,than a Change: havire the ſame 
Primitive Merral, though Refin'd. Since then 
the Divine Wiſdome makes ſo rare a Change 
inſo Vaſt a Time,, Humane Wiſdome may 
well feare in a farre leſs rime to make Any at 
all. Yet if New Laws are to be made, ſtory 
and Uſe might preſent to our Coniideration, 
if not co our Choiſe, ſome Aﬀts the Monus 
ments of Ancient Law. Saoch was that Ly- 
cian Law, whereby in their Great Council 
Votes were differenced according to the dif- 
ference of men's Intereſts in the State, So 
that a Perſon, a Towne, a City.a County.and 
conſequently an Order of Men,were not on- 
ly not torgotten,but proportiond. By which 
Happineſs of Equity , every one was a Able 
and wary to preſerve F reedome, that Opri- 
mecy could not creep in under the device of 
Cloſe-Conveighance , audaciouſly to en- 
thraule a Government and People. Such was 

that Theban Law, which excluded Artificers, 
and Merchants as unprepared for Govern- 
ment, unleſs for Ten years ſpace they had 

left their trade; thinking them elſe fitter for 
Bargaine than for Counſaile,and ſo below the 
right Splendour and Experience of State. 
Such was the Cretian Law , which forbid 
all Young men to Cenſure the Laws of their 
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but of their Reverence, and thoughe them 
tobe excluded as much by their Age, as by 
the Law. But Abſalom will not abrogate 
eſtablii! 'd Lawgthough he Violate it. Juſtice 
| he will Doe: but will he doe it in his own 
Perſun? It ſeemes not then either Novelty or 
juſtice for a King where he excludes not 
himſclfe,ro be as well the Judge, as the King, 
of his Peoplc;a Superiour Agent being Eaf'd, 
not ſuſpended, by an Inferiour;no more than 
the Divine Preſence is excluded from a Place, 
by the Inferiour Preſence and Imployment of 
an Ang-l. Moſes did not Looſe his Authori- 
ty to his Aſſiſtants ; but Impartcd it. The 
Sunneives Light , though he enables the 
| Moone to Give Light,and ſometimes appears 
with it in the ſame Hemiſphere, - the Moone- 
light being not Exſtinguithed, though Excee- 
ded. Solomen , when he gave Judgment a- 
bout the doubtful Child, did neither what 
was 1'njuſt,nor unjuſtly; and ſhow'd as True 
Wiſdome, though not as Rare in being the 
| Judge, as inthe Manner of the Judgment. 
| When Fehsſaphat (et Judges in the Cities of 
| _ , his Right was not Diminiſh'd , but 
' Diffasd;and if we look back upon the Kings 
of our Land, we may,by the catie proſpeAive 
of an Antiquarie, ſee them often fitting on the 
\ Throne of Judgment. Indecd, thongh not in 
reſpe& 
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reſpe& of the Kind of the Pleas,yet in reſpet 
of Judicature, we may without Injury or 
Impropricty, ſay that every Seat of Juſtice is 
the King's Bench. When therfore a King 


does by a Law ſtrengthen the Sentence of a 


Judye , does he diſclaime his Power , or ra- 
ther Proclame his Integrity? Whiles he binds 
himſclfe ro Judge according to Law , docs 
he bind himſclfc from Judging? Has not Na- 
ture made a Father the Fudge of bis Familic? 
If then ſometimes he makes a Sonne a judge 
between troublcſome Brethren, do-s he 
thereby make himſclte not the Judge of che 
Familie } A Deputation is rather a Proofe 
of ſuperiour Right, than a Deftru&ion. And 
therefore they obſcrve not their own over» 
char in cff.& would have us obſerve, 

. Royalty and Judicature to b: Incenhiftent, 
as if Contrary , 'when as ſometimes, as ina 

» they arc not ſo much as Subordinate. 

Is not God, that is the King of the World ? 
the Judge of the World ? And is not a King 
of Humane Judges the Supreme Judge? But 


will Abſalom doc them Juſtice ? What necds ' 


Hee doe it? Will not David do it? Or, is De- 


vid's blood become not Royal , becauſe V- ! 


riah's was Innocent? Or , does Uriah's bloud 
cry louder in the cares of Iſrael, thanin 


the caves of the Godof Iſrae!*Can his blood | 


cry 
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cry louder than toHcaven ? Or is David's 
Adultery rather Aggravated, than Excus'd , 
by his After Marriage? Arc his fins ſo Helliſh, 


' that his Humiliation cannot Afccnd High 


enough, tofetch a Pardon for them? Or ſhall 
the People make an Abſalom and themlclves 
His Jadge, whom God has made Their? Or , 
ſhall we ſuppoſe a New Deviſe to have been 
an Old Deviſe, to Separate a King from bis 
Perſon; and ſo,that Abſulom inte to take 
away David , but to Preſerve the King , by 
Exchange of David into Abſalom? A Ki 

indeed and his Perſon may be Diltinguiſh'd , 
according to Natural and Political reſpe&ts ; 
but a King and his Perfon cannot be Divi- 
ded. Will ye hearc in this point the Judg- 
ment of very traytours , who in this point 
may be happily juft Judges, though they 
ſceme leſs fit ? Hear then the Judgment of 
thoſe Great Ones , that durſt take-up Armes 
againft our Second Edward. Even They , 
aS our Statutes teſtifie, made it treaſon in the 
Spencers,to make this diviſion. And this their 


| juſt Condemnation of ſuch Dofrine , has 
; fince the beginning of Our Great Council 


been by Publiſh'd command approv'd by our 
Great Council \'> Treaſon then Can,though 
it Wonld, be fo Mathemacical, as to ſeparate 
a King from his Perſon, But yer would 4+- 
ſalom 
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ſalom doe them Juſtice ? Might not ſome If-| 
raclite , that had not too unwacily vored|. 
himſelfe to the folly of Trealon,and that had 
as much Obſerv'd as Attended him , ill his | 
Expulijon and Perſecution of his Father,and, 
by Abitephel's ſhameleſs coundailc till his a- 
buting of his Father's Concubines, thus have 
argued himſelfe into Safcty and a Flight ? 
Shall we from Abſalom expett the prote&ion 
of our Goods? who deſtroy'd Foab's, with 
no lc Boldneſs, than Wrong ? and with as 
much Ingratitude as Boldneſs?making a Pro- 
clamation, in Fire,of his Impudence and Re- 
venge ? Shall we from Abſalom expe ihe 
Prote&ion of our Iives, when as he has 
committed Inceſt, more in Spight than Luft, 
making his Father's Women the Ridle as 
well' as the Subje&, of Treaſon and Filthi- 
neſs? which he ſo a&ed inthe ſight of all 1j- 
rel, as it he would have all men bclieve,that 
it were not a worke of Darkneſs ! Shall we 
from Abſal.m expe& the proteRion of our 
Lives; when as he betray'd the life of his Bro- 
ther, whoſe bloud was the Joy , though not 
the Wine of the Feaſt?Shall we from Abſalom 
expe the prote&ion of our Fame , when as 
he reviv'd the {hame of his Father , by Imi- 
tation?when with a like Valice and Cunning, 
he Forgot or Conccald his Father's Virtues? 
Juſtice 
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Juſtice he may Pretend , Intend it he cannot: 
nay , when he Pretended Beſt , he intended 
Worſt. When he prerended a ſheep-ſhearing ? 
twas not a Fleece,but a Life he intended;when 
he prerendcd a falutation of the Lip,he Inten- 
ded but Flattery , the Treachery of the Lip; 
when he pretended a Sacrifice at Hebrox, he 
Intended to offer-up a King 'and a Father. 
Though then he pretend never fo great , fo 
many, ſo ſubtle Followers, they rather Dif- 
cover his Conlpiracy, thin Diſguiſe ic, Might 
not ſome Iſray/ite thus have made his Megi- 
tation his Safety ?, and, by'Arming himſelfe 
with Loyaltic , 'fav'd himſelf; though nor 
from the Danger, yer from'thy Guilt of an Ar. 
A 24A PSY 
Bnt will you ſee the Way and Fnd of this 
Abſalom and his Multitude,'wbictt he frortics 
to Follow; which he Leads t6&'Fvil. See his 
firſt Succeſs, his ſucceſs. in Countalle ; Gigh- 
ting Ahith:phel, he does nor, only Looſe him, 
bur Want him : nor' does Ahithophel only 
looſe Abſalom. , but himſeffe. He loofes at 


- once his Wiſdome and his Lift: and he, thiar 


in his Iife would not be Order'd by the Law, 
was not order'd by it in his Dcath:in which, 
by the worſt Curſe 'of Death, he was both 
the MalefaCtour and the Fxecutioner. Sce his 
nzxt (acceſs, his ſucceſs in his March: in 


which 
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which, by Delay, he was nor ſo wicked , as 
he would have been. His Father , though | 
hcavic with Greif, yet made light by Feare,, | 
did in his flight get reſpite of Diſtance, and 
by diftance , Counſaile , and by Counſaile 
Courage: by which, Coll-ting his Army, 
as wall as his Mind , he Prepares for flight , 
being not more dejeRed art his Aſcent of 
Mount Olivet, than he was rais'd in Spirit 
by che field of Ephraim. There he was a 
Penitent, heere a Warriout j and fo ready to 
fght., that they would not Let him fighr, 
They only burrow his Spirit, Letting his Bo- 
dy reft. Sce thenAbſolow's laft ſuccels, his ſuc. 
cal in Battcl, Having rather Perſecuted his 
Father , than Followed him, he overtakes 
two enimics ,. David's Innocency and God's 
. Juſtice : -That overthrew . his. Coriſcicnce : 
[This his Armic.He joynes Batte), at unriatu- 
ral Union, though in Blood ! . A Son with a 
Father ! Sinne with Sanity! So fought 
the Devil with Saine Michael, who prov'd 
as much the Superiour jn Power , as in Ha- 
bitation. Abſalom's multitude became quick- 
ly not a mulrit1d-; not that they grew much 
wiſer, but Fewer ; an Armie of their Armiec, 
many thouſands being (line. Foab and Vi- 
Rory followed the Chaſe ; Blood and Noiſe 


Overtill' d the Country! The Coward Tray- 
cor 
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ror is met with though in a Wood : no 
darkneſſe bur Hell conld be able to hide 
him: but this ſheltzr diſ-over'd him, though 
it cover*d him, He thinks to Flie from Ju- 
ſtice, and Provokes it. Juſtice is where God 
is: and Abſolom finds it in a Tree, between 
whoſe boughs his beaft leaves him embraced 
and hang'd by his rcftleffe head, which was 
now ſtayd ; When the News firſt, and then 
the News-b:arer brought Foah to the ſight, 
The Conſpiracy was already wounded in 
the People: bur now he has Opportunity to 
ſtrike ir to the Heart. Into the Midſt of him 
then he ſtrixes three darts. Does not the 
Divine Juſtice puniſh in Number and Mea- 
ſure? Doe they not pierce as deep, as his 
Confcience ſhould have done? Was there not 
One for Amnn? One for Davi4? One for 
the violated Women? A judyement for 
Murdcr! a judgement for Treaſon! and a 
ju.1zement for Luſt? For feare of reviving 
he is left to the Souldiers,to whom it is Lit, 
to take away a Rebell's Life; and not for 
honour, but ſurety, they not only kill him, 
but bury him. Into a great pit they caſt him, 
as neere Hell, as they could, and over his cac- 
caſſe threw a very great Heap of ſtones, the 
Remembrance and Merit of a very Difobe- 
dicnt Sore. The trumpet ſounds a retreat 
Ik from 
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from the Labour of {laughter : and all re- 
turne to the joy of Viftory or Pardon. On- 
ly good David mournes in the midſt of 
good Newes. He ſhews as much ſorrow for 
the death of Abſalom as Abſalom ſhould have 
ſhowd for his {inne. 

And thus we may ſec, that the fclicity of 
the moſt Holy, of the moſt Couragious , of 
the moſt belov'd of Kings, the David of 
Kings, is either not perpetuall , or not cer- 
tainly perpetuall. He that at his Annointing 
had all Iſrael! for his Attendants, did he not 
now flic with a few ? was he not as wretched 
as Adam, who was driven out of Paradiſe? 
Did not David flie out of Zion the Joy of 
the whole earth? was he not more wret- 
ched then Adam? Hee indeed had a Sword 
ſet againſt him, to keep him out : but David 
was driven out, and the (word followed 
him! He that before had expreſsd his paſ- 
fion in the melodie of the voyce, docs he not 
now expreſſc it in the waters of the eyc? Did 
not thoſe feet now chooſe nakednefſe and 
paine, that once danced cheerfully before the 
Arke and the Lord? He that once flew his 
terrible enemies , the Gyant and the Lyon, 
was he now afraid of what he Lov'd, his 
Abſalom? And thus may we not (ee, that the 
graccs of an Abſal;m may be conliftent with 


the 
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the want of Grace? That the Excellency of 
a Rebell is but Ambition and Pretence? Thar 
his beſt offering , which looks like Divine 
worlhip is but the Idolatry of himſelfc? 
That Ambition uſes Flattery and Hates it; 
not for the Gnilt of it , but the deje&ion: it 
being like Humility, thowgh not it ! Ambi- 
tion indeed is like a Builder , who in Laying 
his foundation is faine to ſtoope, though af- 
terwards he riſes by the Scaffold and the 
Ladder. And thus may wee not allo ſee thz 

Txcon/tancy of a Multitude preferring Change 

before Peace, a New Goverment before a 

Good ? May we not (ce the Ingratitude of a 

Multitude, ſhewing their Memory to be as 

bad as their Underſtanding ; yet indeed fer- 

ving David but as they ſerv'd God, Letting 

his Benchits {lippe onc of their Mind? May we 

not ſce the Outrage of a VMultitude ; which 

docs Few things that are Good,bur Nothing 

Well: which does Nothing Wiſcly , and 

ſome things Madly 2 Yer even thus Ungod- 

ly was the people, that calld themſelves 

Gods people, Now Iſrat#! became the Hea- 

then raging againſt the Lord, and againſt his 

Annointed. They now forgot God , whiles 
the King; whiles they forgor God concern- 

ing the King; who ſaid, Touch not mine An- 

nointed : (o that whom the Oile has _—_ 
K 2 ny 
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the peorle may not touch. They negle&ted 
Gods command concerning David , as Foab 
choſe to nevlet Davids command concern- 
ing A'falom:and were as fierce 10 kill a Kivg, 
as Foah was to kill a Rebell.Such was the in- 
conſtancy, rhe ingratiude, the outrage of old 
Firael: as it they woul] be prophets, whiles 
they perſecate a prophet ! T hey would com- 
mic a typicall creaſon, & ſceme tn performe 
God's will, whiles they violate it, by ferving 
Dav1d as their poſterity ſhonld our Saviour, 
changing Hoſanua into crucity him, crucity 
him. But O let not our Fſrael become Fewiſh! 
Ler it not be a murmuring f ſrael. We are not 
ina wilderneſſe, vnlefſe we make onrſcl-cs 
the bealts. we are in a holy Land if we will 
uot prophane it: in a Lard, that naturally 
hath more honey, then gall; ina Land that 
hath no Ales bur by commerce. Our hem- 
locke, as ſome hold is not mortall; O lIct nor 
then our paſſion, be worſe than our weed ! If 
any roote (hall be pull' 4 up, ler the firſt be the 
R oote of birtterneſſe. If any branch is to be 
catt away, let it never be the Rod, the branch 
of Aaron : which deſerv'd double honour, 
both for the Fruitfulneffe, and for the Won- 
der! 1 et not our Iſrael become worſe then 
Jewith ; let ir not become Heatheniſh . nay 
worſe then Heathenith. Pilate though a 
hea- 
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Heathen, ſeem'd to have been willing to be 
Chrifts friend, bvr that he feard he thould 
not thn be counted Ceſars friend. But here 
we cannot izareſucha diviton : nay , here 
we cannot admit foch a Divifion, We can» 
not be Ce/{ars triends, if we be not Chrilts: 
w- cannot be Chrifts fricnds, if we be not 
Ceſars. Since then our God has bleft our 
Iſracl with a David, a David not for his 
faults b:it for his Vertues and his Troubles; 
ſince hs has bl-{5d ,us from an Abſa- 
lom though nor trom an Aherbophel ;, ſince 
he has bleft us with the moſt gracious 
Sonne of a moſt Gracious Father, a father 
as much by Judgement as Vertue above va- 
nity ; fince he has blefs'd our Land with a 
P-ople famous even in the Midſt of our miſc- 
ris, for Number and Courage ; | et us adde 
Wiſlome, and by Wiſdome Obedience, and 
by Obedience Peace, and by Peace Juſtice; 
Juſtice not from an Abſal,r, or an Abitho= 
phel, but ftrom- our David , and ſo from our 
God, by whom David raignes. To which 
God of Ptace and Lord of Hoaſts, Three 
Perſons and One God, be tor ever aſcrib'd 
Vigory and Mercy. 


THE END. 
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